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M arshall Miles is 
well into his 80s 
and has won a 

major championship in 
seven consecutive decades, 
plus a world championship 
just a few years ago. He 
still plays and writes and is 
widely acknowledged as 
one of the game’s leading 
theorists. Certainly even 

Miles himself would not have guessed 
when he started playing bridge back in the 
1940s, that someday he would write a 
book called Competitive Bidding in the 
21st Century and have it published in the 
21st century.  
His How To Win at Duplicate Bridge 

from half a century ago is one of the clas-
sics. His latest book is It’s Your Call 
(Master Point Press, Toronto). For a quar-
ter century he moderated a bidding panel 
feature in The Bridge News, the monthly 
bridge publication of ACBL District 23 
(Los Angeles), with some of the material 
also appearing in this publication. Each 
month had several bidding problems. You 
get to see one hand and the auction up to a 
certain point and then it’s your call. The 
panel of experts would provide answers 
with explanations and on some hands it 
was amazing how, even among the game’s 
top players, there was so little agreement 
about what to do. Sometimes the format 
was to show the entire hand with an auc-
tion that led to a disaster for one side of 
the other, with the panelists then asked to 
apportion the blame. This, of course, is 
always an important part of the game of 
bridge, placing the blame. It’s so much 
fun.  

A lso full of bidding quizzes is Fred 
Parker’s Win at Duplicate Bridge, 
Bid Difficult Bridge Hands Like 

an Expert (Vivisphere Publishing, Pough-

keepsie, New York). The first two thirds of 
the book focuses on basic bidding 
(openings, responses, overcalls, doubles, 
etc.), while the last third gives special at-
tention to the Two-Over-One system and a 
variety of popular conventions. 
The book is worth it just for chapter two 

on conventions in general and the last 50 
pages on conventions in detail. Parker sug-
gests it is better to play a few conventions 
well than to play many conventions with-
out understanding all the ramifications.  
To determine the value of a convention 

you need to consider several factors in-
cluding how often it comes up, how easy it 
is to remember, and what natural bids you 
give up. 
He has four categories of conventions. 

The first is highly recommended, virtual 
necessities for any serious bridge player, 
duplicate or otherwise. He suggests the 
Two-Over-One system over Standard 
American, along with negative doubles, 
responsive doubles, support doubles, Ro-
man Key Card Blackwood, Jacoby Two 
Notrump, splinter bids, new minor forcing, 
fourth suit forcing, weak jump shifts, and a 
few others. 
Category two includes conventions that 

frequently come up such as, help suit game 
tries, maximal doubles, inverted minors 
and Lebensohl. 
The terrain gets trickier with category 

three, conventions that offer limited ad-
vantages and should only be adopted by 
seasoned partnerships such as Puppet Stay-
man, Namyats, and Drury. 
Parker describes category four as, “ . . . 

not worth considering, let alone playing.” 
Here he consigns Roman Key Card Ger-
ber, Minor Suit Stayman and Bergen 
Raises. Of the latter, he particularly warns 
“Stay away!” although many tournament 
players would beg to differ as the conven-
tion has avid defenders who appreciate the 
convention’s precision and preemptive 
value. 
Plenty of food for thought and problem 

hands to keep you busy.  
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