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offender doesn’t realize that he is offend-
ing. It is virtually inconceivable that anyone 
would deliberately cause discomfort to 
someone else - a simple pointing out of the 
problem should be all that is necessary. In 
fact, although the atmosphere at our club 
has, in my experience, always been warm 
and welcoming, our executive was anxious 
that I institute the procedure. I believe that 
since I did this (about six months ago) there 
has been a noticeable improvement. 
--Some behaviors that may cause discom-

fort: (We all know these already.) 
Unasked-for “bridge lessons” 
Sarcastic remarks 
Comments about people’s play in their 

presence 
Any type of rude or unfriendly remark 
Gloating 
Criticism of partner or opponent 
Continued post mortems 
--Other possible ramifications: 
We have all heard or read about some pro-

fessional players who behave in a rude or 
arrogant  manner (likely very few). A sus-
pension for a week might cost them some 
income - probably a quick cure. 

What about the partner of the of-
fender? He/she could be dealt with in the 
normal way that any player whose partner 
has to leave, for whatever reason, is dealt 
with. 
Repeat offenders should be handled in a 

judicious way by the director or manager. 
One would suppose that anyone who is 
“stop-carded” more than once would “get 
the message” by himself. 
Vindictive or vengeful “stop-carders” 

should also not be tolerated. The  STOP 
card should be thought of as a “Please 
Stop” card. I foresee it as being used gently 
as a reminder. 
To offer a sincere apology requires a level 

of poise and maturity. Some offenders 
might not actually be capable of apologiz-
ing. As long as the offensive behavior is 
stopped, that might satisfy the offended 
person. 
--Finally: If this policy is announced 

clearly to all members, and as long as there 
is a definite plan to carry out suspensions if 
necessary, the chances are extremely re-
mote  that any such penalties will ever need 
to be imposed. 
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