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Mas ter Solv ers Panel 
By Mar shall Miles
San Bernardino, Ca lif.

O
ur Oc to ber pan el ists
are Fred Ham il ton
and Steve & Kitty

Coo per, Dis trict 17; Rose
Meltzer, Gene Simpson and

Harvey Brody, Dis trict 21; Mark Itabashi
and Jon Wittes, Dis trict 22; and Eddie
Kan tar, guest pan el ist from Dis trict 23.
All of these hands are from the WBF pairs 

(some times called the "Lit tle Caven dish.")
The scor ing is by us ing the IMP scale, av -
er aged against ev ery pair sit ting in your
di rec tion. There fore zero is the me dian - a
push - and you can gain or lose IMPs on
each board.

Problem 1.
North-South vul ner a ble
You, South, hold

 Í4  ÌA3  Ë98532  ÊAJ1096

South West              North East
Pass Pass              1Í 2Ë
Pass Pass              Dbl Pass
?

What is your call?

COO PERS: Pass. Don’t much like it with
such poor trumps, but we have a stiff in
pard’s suit and aces. Not clear that we have 
a game any where ex cept maybe clubs, but
11 is a lot of tricks to try to take. 
We’ve gone mi nus 180 be fore, and it's not 

a di sas ter at IMPs.
HAM IL TON: 4Ê. We can al most surely

set 2Ë, but your hold ing will not pre vent
the de clarer from scor ing six trump tricks
and per haps a side trick. You may beat it
one or two tricks, only to find you could
eas ily make 6Ê. I think this is an un der bid,
but it aims at where the profit is. If pard
passes, I still ex pect to go plus, and if he
cue bids I am in slam. I will pass 5Ê, but
not be sur prised if we made six even then.
Even 7Ê is pos si ble!
KAN TAR: 4Ê. I don't think we can beat

2Ë enough, and we may have a slam!
WITTES: 4Ê. There is a very good

chance we have a game on this hand (pos -
si bly even a slam). Part ner could have as
lit tle as ÍAxxxx ÌKxxx Ë— ÊKQxx, and
at this vul ner a bil ity, we don't rate to get
rich de fend ing 2Ë dou bled with the tex ture
of my di a mond hold ing.
ITABASHI: 4Ê. Even if we are beat ing

2Ë a trick or two, which is not guar an teed,
I think the chances of hav ing a vul ner a ble
game out weigh any de sire to de fend.
SIMPSON: 3Ë. I have to show some val -

ues; we could have slam.
MELTZER: 3Ë. While it’s tempt ing to

pass, there’s too much of a chance you and
part ner have a club game or slam. You’re
pre pared to bid 4Ê over 3Ì or 3Í.
BRODY: 3Ë. Over part ner's re sponse I

will bid 4Ê. Ob vi ously, I think we have a
game, pos si bly a slam.
M.M.: The par re sult was to bid 5Ê, mak -

ing five, in stead of set tling for a 300 point
pen alty - a gain of 7 IMPs. But I pre fer a
5Ê bid to a 4Ê bid. At least, if you bid a
game, you will gain if it makes. If you bid
4Ê and part ner passes, you are bound to
get a poor re sult, since you will have lost
your 300 point pen alty.

Problem 2.
Both vul ner a ble
You, South, hold

Í9  ÌK1043  ËAQ106  ÊAQ73

West North            East South
Pass Pass              1Ì Pass
2Ê* Pass              2Ë** Pass
2Í Pass              3Ì Pass
4Ì Pass              Pass ?
(*) re verse Drury (**) full open ing bid

What is your call?

MELTZER: Pass and lead Í9: why tell
de clarer how to play the hand?
ITABASHI: Pass. I love to dou ble, but

here part ner will have close to noth ing. Af -
ter your open ing lead you will likely have
no good op tions, and you will tip de clarer
on how to play the hand when he might
have gone down oth er wise. 
If LHO is 6-4, good luck beat ing it.
BRODY: Pass. You don’t want to tip off

the trump po si tion when part ner has a
prob a ble Yarborough.
WITTES: Pass. Af ter lead ing my stiff

spade, I rate to be endplayed ev ery time I
get in. Give dummy one of the mi nor suit

kings and/or a mi nor suit sin gle ton, which
is highly likely on this auc tion, and a dou -
ble might be just what de clarer needs to
make an oth er wise dif fi cult hand.
SIMPSON: Pass. Of course, dou ble could

be prof it able, but I have seen hands like
this blow up in my face too many times!
COO PERS: Pass. We would have liked

more in for ma tion about the op po nents’
meth ods: Could LHO have bid 2Í fit
show ing? We re ally do not ex pect them to
make this and would dou ble a weak op po -
nent. We are pre sum ing rea son able op po -
nents in this event, even though LHO’s
bid ding makes lit tle sense.
KAN TAR: Dou ble. If they make it, they

make it. If I tipped them off, I tipped them
off. I still have to look at my self in the mir -
ror the next day.
M.M.: South was a very good player who

dou bled, and I made the con tract when I
prob a bly would not have if he had passed.
But I’m still not sure whether a dou ble or a 
pass is the per cent age ac tion. Af ter all, I
was try ing to stop in 3Ì, and part ner did n’t 
bid game over 2Ë. So let’s hear the rea son -
ing di rectly from the doubler him self!
HAM IL TON: Dou ble. I do not think you

should let this kind of op por tu nity go by.
Spades and hearts won't split, and at least
one of the mi nor suit kings should be on
your right. How ever, I held this hand
against Mar shall, and my dou ble al lowed
him to make it - but only be cause I de -
fended poorly. If I had shifted to the ËQ
from AQ10x, I could have reached part ner
with ËJ to get my spade ruff!

Problem 3.
Both vul ner a ble

West                                East
ÍAK43                           ÍQJ62
ÌAKJ32                         ÌQ1084
Ë94                                 ËA6532
ÊK7                               Ê-- 

1Ì Pass              3Í* Pass
3NT** Pass              4Ê Pass
4Ì All Pass

(*) mini-splin ter, un dis closed short ness
(**) where is your sin gle ton or void?

As sign the blame for miss ing slam.

WITTES: West 100%. East can not be
blamed at all. If part ner has a lot of club
wast age (AKJ, for ex am ple), even the
4-level might be in jeop ardy. Al though
West has the wasted ÊK, the rest of the
hand is very solid. Surely a 4Í bid would
not place the hand in jeop ardy.
HAM IL TON: West 80%. Re sponder must

have good fit ting side cards with noth ing in 
clubs, so de spite the wast age with the ÊK,
opener has a fine hand and should make a
for ward-go ing bid. 3NT is com monly used
at the ex pert level as a move to ward slam,
as we are com mit ted to play in the ma jor.
Here it merely asks for the sin gle ton, so
was not avail able as a slam sug ges tion.
Still, opener must bid 4Í, as slam is still
quite pos si ble. Per haps re sponder should
have bid 5Ê to show the void, as opener's
in quiry for short ness did in di cate some in -
ter est. East 20% for not show ing the void.
ITABASHI: 70% West. I think with the

shape and con trols, West should make a
fur ther try with 4Í. But - since the 3NT bid 
showed some in ter est in go ing on - I give
East 30% for not bid ding 5Ë over 4Ì,
which would im ply a club void.
MELTZER: West is mostly at fault. Af ter

learn ing of club short ness, West should still 
bid 4Ë as a "Last Train" move. [Ed i tor’s
note: this is a treat ment many ex perts use
to ex press fur ther slam in ter est with out get -
ting past game]. 
Also, West could have tried RKC to find

out about ÌQ, and then bid 6Ì.
BRODY: East 50% for not show ing the

void in clubs, West 50% for not look ing for 
a per fect hand hold ing no di a mond con -
trols. In other words, no blame.
KAN TAR: The prob lem was not us ing a

di rect re sponse of 4Ê to show a void.
Given that this con ven tion was not avail -
able, it is dif fi cult to pin point where ei ther
party did any thing ter ri bly wrong.
COO PERS: East 65%. No one did any -

thing ter ri ble. The void makes the East
hand just a lit tle too good for a mini-splin -
ter. Hard to fault West for not mov ing, al -
though it is clear that his part ner is likely to 
have both ma jor suit queens and some di a -
mond honor cards, so if ÍQxx ÌQxxx
ËAKxxx Êx is a mini-splin ter in their sys -
tem, West must ac cept 35% blame for not
mak ing a fur ther move.

SIMPSON: East 90%. In my ex pe ri ence,
splin ter ing with a void is a bad bid, un less
your hand is sub-min i mum. This hand is
very good for a mini-splin ter.
M.M.: The ma jor dif fi culty is that nei ther

the play ers hold ing these hands nor the
panel knew what I meant by a mini-splin -
ter. Ob vi ously, in this se quence it is not an
in vi ta tion to game, since it forces to game.
My idea was to use it on hands like ÍAxxx
ÌKxxxx ËJxx Êx or Íxxx ÌAJxx Ëx
ÊQJ10xx. You don't want to bid less than
game on hands like these, since (a) they
may make game op po site a min i mum and a 
good fit, and (b) you want to pre empt the
op po nents. So this splin ter shows poor
hands for slam by def i ni tion. But if opener
has a good enough hand, a slam is pos si ble 
(as com pared to Íxx ÌKJ10xxx ËQx Êxxx,
for ex am ple). Rather than show where
one's short age is, (which will help open ing
leader and may even help the op po nents to
com pete), you con ceal it un less part ner has 
an in ter est in slam, in which case he can
ask where the short age is. And a reg u lar
splin ter shows a stron ger in ter est in slam.
If you agree with my def i ni tion, I think the

re spond ing hand has enough strength and
con trols for an or di nary splin ter. So if
opener was in ter ested in slam but not
strong enough to keep try ing when he dis -
cov ered the short age was in clubs, on the
ac tual hand re sponder might bid 5Ê or 5Ë
over 4Ì. If re sponder had a sin gle ton club
and my con cept of a mini-splin ter, the
hands could hardly add up to a slam over a 
4Ê bid, so why should opener tempt part -
ner by cue bid ding? 
That said, I sus pect that Eddie’s treat ment 

is a better so lu tion to the prob lem.

Problem 4.
Nei ther vul ner a ble. 

ÍAKJ3
Ì862
ËKJ10742
Ê—

Í9762                             Í—
ÌAK9                             ÌQ107
ËA9                                ËQ865
ÊK1083                         ÊAQJ974

ÍQ10854
ÌJ543
Ë3
Ê652

East South            West North
1Ê Pass              3NT 4Ë
Dbl All Pass

All play ers play in verted mi nor raises.
Re sult: +1400 for East-West

Rate each player's bid ding on a scale of
0-10 (10 be ing best)

WITTES: East and South 10. Noth ing is
wrong with their bids. West 0. 3NT is a ter -
ri ble bid with four clubs, all prime cards,
and a ten u ous spade hold ing. We could be
play ing 3NT, go ing down, when we are
cold for a club slam, which on the ac tual
hand is ob vi ously the case. 
North 0. 4Ë is an ex tremely dan ger ous po -

si tion to take. Part ner is very likely to have
a very weak hand with a lot of ma jor suit
cards, and if it's right to bid, we could be
go ing down a ton in 4Ë when four of a ma -
jor would fare much better. In fact, I would 
pass with the North hand at equal or un fa -
vor able vul ner a bil ity. I might be tempted to 
bid at fa vor able, but if so, would want to
bring the ma jors into play.
COO PERS: East 10, South 9, West 4,

North 0. East and South did noth ing wrong. 
East did well to dou ble and South can’t
know to run from 4Ë dou bled (ex cept that
he played with North be fore!) West made a
dread ful bid of 3NT with a hand slam pos i -
tive for clubs and no spade stop per - not
even to re mark about the 4-card ma jor. We
can’t imag ine why North would bid when
his part ner is marked with al most noth ing
and his de fen sive pros pects are so good.
BRODY: North 0 for mak ing a ter ri ble 4Ë

bid; East 10 for just bid ding his hand;
South 10- for not guess ing to make an SOS 
re dou ble. West 5: he made a very bad bid,
but give him points for be ing lucky.
KAN TAR: East (3) for dou bling 4Ë when 

the op po nents fig ured to have a ten card
spade fit. South (10). What is South sup -
posed to do, run to 4Í or re dou ble? West
(2) There must be a better way to bid the
West hand than to jump to 3NT orig i nally.
Per son ally, I might have bid 2NT (forc ing)
and the opener shows short age (by agree -
ment) by bid ding 3Í, which puts us back
on the right track. This con ven tion has
worked time and again, but 2NT has to be

forcing for it to work best. North (2). 4Ë is
a matchpoint bid. Run ning to 4Í would
have worked, but who would do that?
HAM IL TON: I de test the treat ment of

2NT over part ner's open ing mi nor as
non-forc ing, as it gears your sys tem to stop
in 2NT, which is a re ally poor idea at
IMPs. The other part is it makes re sponder
jump to 3NT with ran dom 13-15, when that 
may eas ily be the wrong con tract and the
room for in ves ti ga tion is gone. 
That said, I think ei ther 1Í or an in verted

raise would be a better bid than 3NT. 
The 4Ë over call in this auc tion was un -

real! The 4Ë bid der got the beat ing he de -
served, and the flimsy open ing bid der and
his part ner got a gift from the heav ens that
their bids did not re ally merit.
MELTZER: If North bids at all, it should

be 4Ê as a gen eral take-out, and then cor -
rect 4Ì to 4Í, show ing a 2-suiter where the 
spades are shorter than the di a monds. This
avoids get ting to many wrong con tracts. 
As for the other play ers, East and South

just bid their hands, and West's du bi ous
bid ding went un pun ished.
SIMPSON: I think the ac tions speak for

them selves: North got the huge mi nus he
de served, and East-West got lucky.
M.M.: I must apol o gize for dis tort ing this

prob lem by leav ing out a round of bid ding.
The bid ding ac tu ally went 1Ê pass 1Í
pass; 2Ê pass; 3NT 4Ë; dou ble (all pass).
At least on that sce nario North had some
ex cuse in that he hoped to get a spade lead
and find short spades and at least two di a -
monds in his part ner's hand. And I think
the 1Í re sponse was atrocious; why bid a
non-suit with a good hand? Maybe it is OK 
at matchpoints to in hibit the lead and make 
overtricks, but not at IMPs. In the prob lem
as given, I don’t agree that the panel
should give ANY points to West for his bid -
ding. The fact that it turned out well is no
ex cuse for mak ing two bad bids which bur -
ied a laydown slam! I think the bid ding
should go 1Ê by East, 2Ê by West, 3Í
(splin ter) by East, af ter which West should
not let the bid ding die short of 6Ê.

Problem 5.

North-South vul ner a ble
You, South, hold 

Í5  Ì83  ËAK852  ÊKQ1098

South West              North East
1Ë Pass              1NT 4Í
?
What is your call?

WITTES: 5Ê. Tough prob lem. If the op -
po nents are mak ing 4Í, this bid is
clear-cut. We are marked with a nine or ten 
card mi nor suit fit, and un der the best sce -
nario, can make five of a mi nor, and surely, 
un der the worst sce nario, will go down no
more than two. Prob lem is, they may very
well be go ing down in 4Í, while we are
also go ing down in five of a mi nor.
MELTZER: 5Ê. They ob vi ously have the

ma jors, so take out in sur ance against a dou -
ble game swing.
KAN TAR: 5Ê. Part ner fig ures to have

clubs, so how bad can this be? We may
push them to 5Í.
BRODY: 5Ê. We ei ther have a good

game, or a good sac ri fice.
COO PERS: Pass. Why is this a prob lem?
Why do we need to go mi nus when they

may well be go ing mi nus? Sure, part ner
might have the right hand for 5Ê, but it is
more likely that he does not.
ITABASHI: Pass. We prob a bly will have

a fit in a mi nor, but that still does n't mean
that bid ding will work out. Part ner still has
a bid, and I think more bad re sults will re -
sult from bid ding here than good.
HAM IL TON: Pass. A tough de ci sion, as

we have a 9-card fit as sured in one of the
mi nors. Still, we might lose four or five
tricks and get killed, when we could nick
4Í a trick. Bot tom line is the color is
wrong for sav ing. Yes, we might even
make five of a mi nor, but I would need a
lit tle more to com mit to that level at this
vul ner a bil ity.
SIMPSON: Pass.
M.M.: My part ner bid 5Ê and the next

hand (Gene Freed) dou bled with - among
other things - ÊAJxx and ËQxx, re sult ing
in an 800 point set vs. -450 in spades. I
thought my part ner bid too much, but ev -
ery one we asked af ter wards would have
bid 5Ê, not ex pect ing it to be dou bled.


