
 Tucson Spring  
Sectional 

April 15-18, 2010 
 

H ead to the Holiday Inn Palo Verde 
at 4550 S. Palo Verde Road April 
15-18 for Tucson’s spring bridge 

tournament. Head to the ad elsewhere this 
issue of ScoreCard for complete informa-
tion on special bridge rates, the schedule of 
events, and other information. The weather 
is perfect in southern Arizona in April, the 
Holiday Inn is a wonderful place to play.  

Colorado Springs  
Spring Sectional 
April 22-25, 2010 

 

T he Colorado Springs Spring Sec-
tional is April 22-25, 2010 at the 
Norris-Penrose Event Center at 

1045 Lower Gold Camp Road. That’s 
Thursday night through Sunday with the 
expected schedule of events, as set forth in 
the ad you will find elsewhere in this issue 
of ScoreCard. Also check the ad for good 
rates at the host hotel, the Clarion Hotel. 
 

Las Cruces Down  
Country Sectional 
April 23-25, 2010 

 

T ournament bridge in Las Cruces 
will be April 23-25 at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall at 2755 East 

Idaho. Take note of the new location. The 
easy to remember schedule with identical 
events both Friday and Saturday can be 
found in the ad elsewhere this issue of  
ScoreCard.  
Check it out and plan to play. 
 

Denver 299er  
Sectional 

April 10-11, 2010 
 

A  weekend of bridge for newcomers 
and intermediates competing only 
against your peers is on tap April 

10 and 11 at the Aurora Board of Realtors 
Building at 14201 E. Evans Drive. See the 
ad this issue for details and game times. 

 

Santa Fe Sectional 
April 30-May 2, 2010 

 

P lan on spring bridge in Santa Fe, 
April 30 to May 2 at the Santa Fe 
Community College at 6401 Rich-

ards Ave. Check out the ad this issue of  
ScoreCard for schedule of events.  
It’s easy to remember. Friday and Satur-

day are identical. Stratiflighted Swiss 
Teams on Sunday.  

 

Glenwood Springs Doc 
Holliday Sectional 
April 16-18, 2010 

 

C olorado’s Grand Junction Unit 
hosts its spring sectional at the Ra-
mada Inn at 124 W. 6th St. in 

Glenwood Springs, April 16-18. Check out 
the ad this issue for the various events, 
open and 199er. A beautiful setting in the 
Colorado Rockies. 
 

Cactus Flower NLM  
Regional Correction 

T he past couple of issues of Score-
Card have erroneously listed the 
Tucson NLM Regional as a 299er 

Regional. This is incorrect - the tournament 
is open to all Non-Life Masters with less 
than 500 masterpoints. Our apologies. The 
Cactus Flower NLM Regional is scheduled 
the last week in February at the Desert Dia-
mond Casino & Hotel in Tucson, and we 
hope you can make it. See the ad inside. 

 
March 2010 

By Jared Johnson 
ScoreCard Editor 

 

B idding a slam is usually the biggest 
thrill in bridge. Well, that and get-
ting the opponents for 1,400. At 

most forms of home bridge, the slam hands 
count more than the part score and game 
hands. At duplicate pairs events, each hand 
counts equally in your final score. Ending 
up on the wrong side of a part score battle 
can be as big a matchpoint disaster as mis-
bidding or misplaying a slam hand.  
But even at duplicate bridge, the slam 

hands are the ones that occasionally elevate 
your pulse rate. At the end of the game, no 
one will be talking about the part score on 

deal 16, but they will be talking about the 
grand slam on hand 24. 
That brings us to Boot Camp Bridge, Bid 

More Winning Slams by Wayne Sands of 
Phoenix. Sands employs a fictional setting 
to provide numerous tips on how to get the 
most out of the slam hands (and of course, 
how to stay out of slams on hands that are 
close but not quite there). 
Most players think slam bidding begins 

with an ace asking bid, either old fashioned 
Blackwood or some more modern variation 
of Roman Key Card Blackwood  
(Sands dubs RKC 1430 the king of slam 

tools) or cue-bidding at high levels. 
But of course, potential slam bidding starts 

much earlier than that. A variety of bidding 

tools that you can use just on the way to 
game, can help diagnose the strength of the 
trump suit and how the two hands fit to-
gether, for possible slam exploration. 
For instance, with a double fit, and a sin-

gleton in one hand and a singleton or void 
in the other, you might have a solid slam on 
far fewer than the statistically average num-
ber of high card points usually required. 
Among the helpful conventions to use, even 
if you still stop in game, are Jacoby two 
notrump and splinter bids (showing short-
ness). 
You will also encounter the Grand Slam 

Force, Exclusion Blackwood, DOPI and 
DEPO (no, not the eighth and ninth 
dwarves, but a way to deal with the oppo-
nents’ interference in your otherwise peace-
ful slam bidding sequence). 
There is also Puppet Stayman (“the road to 

matchpoint treasures” as one fictional char-
acter proclaims), an important convention 
since distribution is indeed key to many 
successful slams and slam bidding se-
quences.  
It’s an excellent romp through a variety of 

valuable slam bidding techniques.  
Boot Camp Bridge is available for $19.95 

(postage and shipping included) from the 
author at 4512 E. Danbury Road, Phoenix 
AZ 85032. 

Editor’s Desk 
By Jared Johnson 
ScoreCard Editor 
 

I t’s still a ways off, but once again District 17 is going to become 
NABC central. In the space of two years, there are likely to be three 
NABCs in District 17. Phoenix is already set for fall of 2013.  

Las Vegas is the site for summer of 2014. And Denver is the heavy favorite for fall of 
2015. [and San Diego  —ed.] 
And of course, still in our neck of the woods there is Reno this month, and San Fran-

cisco in fall of 2012. How good can it get? 

Boot Camp Bridge –Book Review 


