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Bridge Squad Keys
By Rod Bias

L
ate in 2008 the Phoe nix Unit
launched Bridge-Squad, a pi lot pro -
ject tar geted to in volve kids in

bridge. Bridge-Squad meets be fore school
at El Mi rage El e men tary and af ter school at 
Dy sart El e men tary.

Key #1 –  Coaches
One key to Bridge-Squad suc cess was the

mo bi li za tion of about two dozen vol un teers 
from Kiva West Du pli cate Bridge Club in
Sun City West. Club pres i dent Rick
Starbuck and Jane Woolley spear headed the 
re cruit ment and re ten tion of coaches

Key #2 – School Spon sor
An other key to Bridge-Squad suc cess was 

en thu si as tic pro mo tion and re cruit ment by
Julie Mac ken zie, a non bridge-play ing
school teacher at Dy sart. 

On Oct. 22, the first ses sion at Dy sart at -
tracted 27 stu dents (six ta bles). Buzz
around the school swelled that to 35 stu -
dents (nine ta bles) by the third ses sion on
Nov. 4. By win ter break, 45 stu dents had
been ex posed to bridge ba sics us ing a
MiniBridge-based ap proach de signed by
Rod Bias.

Key #3 – Stu dent An tic i pa tion
An other key is the Bridge Boot Camp ma -

te ri als that stu dents re ceive when they reg -

is ter for Bridge-Squad. They ar rive at the
first ses sion primed and pre pared, ex pect -
ing things to hap pen. The Bridge Boot
Camp packet can be down loaded from the
web site be low. 

Each school also has a “se cret site” that
only Bridge-Squad mem bers can access.

Stu dents start with a “cheat sheet” that
al lows them to quickly be gin play ing
four-deal bridge (Chi cago-style) with
non-vul ner a ble scor ing. 

Af ter draw ing for part ners, each player
deals once, com plet ing one “chuk ker.” Af -
ter the chuk ker, they re draw for partners.

The cheat sheet and other info can also
be down loaded from the web site. 

Each stu dent is given a deck of cards and 
a Stu dent’s Guide to MiniBridge at the
first meet ing they at tend.

Key #4 – Stu dent Par tic i pa tion

Kids not only play at school, they play at 
home and at clubs. Most im por tantly, they
join ACBL and play at tour na ments in
team games. 

Fif teen have joined ACBL; eight have
be gun pil ing up masterpoints lo cally.

For in for ma tion, ac cess Bridge-Squad.
info or Bridge-Coach@Bridge-Squad.Info
or Rod Bias at 623 444-7960. 

Chris Hasney’s Sim plic ity Bridge
-- E-Book Re view

By Jared John son
Score Card Ed i tor

I
n roads are be ing made in the world of
bridge e-book pub lish ing, bridge
books avail able for down loading on

the Internet. Chris Hasney, an Ar i zona
tour na ment player, has Sim plic ity Bridge,
A Sim ple Ap proach to Con tract Bridge
Bid ding and Play. Writes Hasney in the In -
tro duc tion, “In its pres ent form, bridge is
just too hard to learn. It takes years to de -
velop the abil ity to con fi dently play the
game with ex pe ri enced play ers.” 

He rec om mends a new ap proach to learn -
ing and play ing bridge.

The straight for ward ca veat is right on the
cover page, “This book does not teach high 
level matchpoint tour na ment play meth -
ods.”  Still, if you mas tered most of the
ma te rial in this book you would prob a bly
do well at club or tour na ment matchpoint
play even with out de tailed knowl edge of
the spe cial strat e gies for matchpoints, such
as some times risk ing your contract for
overtricks or plac ing spe cial em pha sis on
the pos si bly risk ier notrump over the safer
but lower-scor ing mi nor suit con tracts.

Of ten just get ting to a good con tract and
mak ing it is enough.

H
asney has a crisp, con ver sa tional
writ ing style (think Mike Law -
rence) that takes play ers through

all the ba sics of bid ding and play. Ev ery
sec tion closes with a list of books for fur -
ther study. Most of it is ba sic bread and
but ter with a few spe cial bid ding gad gets
and gim micks tossed in here and there. Af -
ter all, you’re got to have Black wood,
Stayman and Jacoby Trans fers. 

Learn ing the ba sics should n’t be taken
lightly. You need a sound foun da tion to
build on later when (if) you start play ing
club or tour na ment bridge.

Yes, some times even the top play ers get a 
bad re sult be cause they have goofed up
play ing one of their fancy, com pli cated
bid ding con ven tions.  But other times top
play ers can get a bad re sult be cause they
have for got ten (or sim ply dis re garded in
the greed of matchpoint play) basic bridge.

The book is about 165 pages, a man age -
able size. That’s an other con sid er ation.
Some times even in tro duc tory texts are in -
tim i dat ing.  There are a few bridge books
out there (one might re call the old Charles
Goren Bridge Com plete) that look like col -
lege level math books.

Start with some thing more com fort able.
Of course, most of the read ers of Score -

Card are al ready de voted du pli cate and
tour na ment play ers, but cer tainly you have
some bridge friends who who might be in -
ter ested in get ting a bit more se ri ous about
the game and you’d like to pro vide them
with some thing in struc tive that won’t scare 
them off. Try this.

Sim plic ity Bridge, A Sim ple Ap proach to
Con tract Bridge Bid ding and Play is avail -
able for $19.95 at:

 www.simplicitybridge.com

   Up com ing Tour na ments

Denver Summer 
Sectional

July 9-12, 2009

D
en ver’s sum mer bridge tour na ment 
is July 9-12 at the Jef fer son County 
Fair grounds Ex hibit Hall at 15200

West 6th Ave. 
The new early 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.

start ing times con tinue on Sat ur day, with
the rest of the sched ule fairly stan dard, but
there is more food on tap. Please see the ad 
this Score Card is sue for sched ule de tails. 

Ruidoso Christmas in July 
Sectional

July 10-12, 2009

Y
ou have two op por tu ni ties to play
bridge in Ruidoso, New Mex ico
this year. Prac tice up for the Oc to -

ber Ruidoso Re gional at their sec tional
July 10-12 at the Ruidoso Con ven tion
Cen ter. The ad else where in this is sue of
Score Card pro vides all the cru cial in for -
ma tion. Join us in July and then re turn to
the same play ing site Oc to ber 5-11. 

Ed i tor’s Desk
By Jared John son
Score Card Ed i tor

I
t’s sum mer time! A re gional in siz zling Las Ve gas in June. A re gional
in scorch ing Phoe nix in Au gust. And a North Amer i can Bridge
Cham pi on ships in sul try, steam ing Wash ing ton, D.C. in-be tween.

      Life is good. 

Is It Re ally The Fi nal Word? – Book Re view
By Jared John son
Score Card Ed i tor

W
hat? A whole book just about
ask ing for aces? The fifth edi tion
of Eddie Kan tar’s Ro man

Keycard Black wood (Mas ter Point Press,
To ronto) is sub ti tled “The Fi nal Word.”

Right. Sure. You bet.
Why the skep ti cism? Well, part of the ex -

pla na tion is right there - fifth edi tion.
The first edi tion of this com pre hen sive

book ap peared way back in 1991. In the in -
tro duc tion to that first ver sion, Kan tar ex -
plained how frus trated his pub lisher be -
came with him as print ing dead line ap -
proached, be cause Kan tar kept get ting back 
in touch with just one more change, one
more re vi sion, one more thing to add.

In many ways, the evo lu tion of the book
par al lels the evo lu tion of de cid ing on how
to play a par tic u lar con ven tion with your
part ner. Some times no mat ter how many
per mu ta tions of pos si bil i ties you go
through, some thing will in vari ably fall in
the cracks and your bid ding un der stand ings 
will have to be revised and expanded.

What is Keycard Black wood? As vir tu ally 
ev ery bridge player knows, reg u lar Black -
wood asks part ner how many aces he has
dur ing slam ex plo ra tion. Af ter that you can
ask for kings. Reg u lar Black wood is one of 
the two most widely played bid ding con -
ven tions along with Stayman.

Four notrump in most sce nar ios is reg u lar
Black wood and the re sponses show spe -
cific num bers of aces.

How ever, a few de cades ago, some wise
bid ding the o rists re al ized that the king of
trumps was al most as im por tant as an ace.
If you are off a king in a side suit, it might
not mat ter. De clarer or dummy might have
a sin gle ton. Or you might set up a long
side suit for discards.

But there is no way get ting around the
king of trumps. You have to deal with it.
At best you might have to fi nesse for it.
But you’d rather not. You’d rather know
be fore de cid ing whether or not to bid slam

(or whether to bid a small or grand slam) if
part ner has the trump king.

The pro gres sive re sponses over the ace
ask ing four notrump bid are then based on
five aces.

But there is much more to it than that.

F
or Keycard Black wood to work, the
trump suit must be agreed upon. An
auc tion with ex plicit agree ment (one

player bids a suit and the other raises) may
be clear. But there is a never end ing va ri ety 
of auc tions where trump sup port may be
only im plied and where am bi gu ities arise.

No mat ter how much you dis cuss with
your part ner all the pos si ble auc tions that
might arise with re spect to es tab lish ing the
trump suit, some thing un dis cussed will
come up. You can count on it.

Still, the con ven tion is a vir tual ne ces sity
for du pli cate and tour na ment play ers. With
Keycard Black wood you are even able to
in quire about the queen of trumps (sorry,
no method yet for ask ing about jacks and
tens).

You can also ask for spe cific kings. With
A-Q-J-x in a side suit and a sin gle ton in an -
other, you are in ter ested in one par tic u lar
king and a ge neric king-ask ing bid, un less
part ner turns up with the rest, won’t tell
you what you need to know.

The Keycard Black wood books have
likely set re cords. At 244 pages for this edi -
tion and 266 for the last edi tion (both about 
dou ble the length of the first book), these
may be the lon gest bridge books ever writ -
ten on one lim ited topic.

One ca veat: The au thor warns that you
don’t even mess with this book, as tech ni -
cal as it is, un less you have a part ner who is 
will ing to work pains tak ingly through it
with you.

O
ne more tip from the book: “Not
ev ery slam prob lem can be solved
us ing RKB. Cuebidding is still al -

lowed! Also, there is not a slam in al most
ev ery hand, as there is in this book!”

The fi nal word? We look for ward to the
sixth edi tion. 

New Life Masters

Mary Boyd  
Sun City West, AZ

Lynn Ja cob son
Col o rado Springs


