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¿Qué Pasa? 
By Jerry Flem ing
Na tional Board Rep re sen ta tive
ACBL Pres i dent

¿What’s Hap pen ing? 

T
he Wash ing ton NABC is al most upon us. It takes place July
23 - Au gust 2 at the Marriott Wardman Park. Shortly there af -
ter will be the Phoe nix Re gional, fol lowed by the Great

West ern Sum mer STAC. A re minder - this STAC is no lon ger lim -
ited to team events! The for mat is the same as the May and
De cem ber STACs. Keep in mind also the Ruidoso Re gional. This is
a phe nom e nal site for a tour na ment. We’ve held three regionals
there in the past few years, and all have been well re ceived.

ACBL Headquarters Update

W
e will be mov ing the ACBL head quar ters to Horn Lake,
MS. Ne go ti a tions be tween the city of Horn Lake, DeSoto
County and the ACBL were suc cess fully con cluded in late 

May. We will have ar chi tects de sign ing the in te rior of the build ing
over the next few weeks, with con struc tion to com mence im me di -
ately there af ter. We should be moved in no later than some time
dur ing the first quar ter of 2010. I be lieve this is an ex cel lent con clu -
sion to the quest for a new “home” that started as soon as we sold
the Air ways Bou le vard build ing in Mem phis. We be lieve that we
will save about $3 mil lion over what we ex pected to spend if we
bought land and con structed the head quar ters from scratch - with out 
giv ing up any of what we wanted.

How to Win Without Playing

T
he ACBL learned a cou ple of months ago that mem bers of
two Nor we gian teams com pet ing for spots in the World
Cham pi on ships in Sao Paulo, Brazil later this year turned in a 

match re sult that en abled both teams to ad vance in the com pe ti tion.
How ever, they didn’t ac tu ally play the match! They had some
sched ul ing con flicts that kept them from agree ing on a date when
they could meet, so they just made up a match re sult that kept ei ther
team from be ing elim i nated. Well, they did get caught and have
been sus pended un til the end of Au gust. Since three of the play ers
were ACBL mem bers, the ACBL Board voted to rec om mend that
they be barred from ACBL com pe ti tion while they are un der sus -
pen sion from their own bridge or ga ni za tion. This was agreed to.

District 17 Board Meeting

T
he Dis trict 17 board of di rec tors met May 23 in Den ver. The
dis trict con tin ues on very sound foot ing. Our tour na ments
con tinue to be well at tended de spite the eco nomic down turn,

and our fi nances are in good shape. Trea surer Car o lyn New comb re -
ported a bal ance of over $138K. The board con tin ues to look at
elec tronic scor ing sys tems Bridge Mate and Bridge Pad, but feels it
is still too early to com mit to pur chase. They are still be ing de -
bugged, we are look ing for more re li able fu ture re leases of the
prod ucts, and many of our regionals have the op tion of rent ing units 
from lo cal clubs or from Dan Wil liams, who pre-du pli cates boards
for our re gional pair games. The board passed a mo tion to re quire
dis trict board re view and ap proval of ho tel con tracts be fore they are
signed, ef fec tive 1/1/10. It was agreed that the Tuc son I/N re gional
be ex panded to al low all Non-Life Mas ters with fewer than 500
masterpoints to par tic i pate. Tour na ment sched ul ing for 2012, 2013
and 2014 is not com plete. Ruidoso may not wish to re main in the
three year ro ta tion, and there are NABCs sched uled for Phoe nix in
2013 and Las Ve gas in 2014. Sched ules will have to be jug gled to
ac com mo date these. Jerry Ranney from Den ver is the new GNT Co -
or di na tor, re plac ing Jerry Gaer. 

Dis trict 17 will se lect five 501(c)3 char i ties to re ceive $4000
grants in 2010 from the ACBL Char ity Foun da tion. The se lec tion
will be done at the Oc to ber dis trict board meet ing. Nom i na tions, to -
gether with a nar ra tive of the char ity’s work and a copy of their
501(c)3 form should be sub mit ted to Karin Grif fin, 7143 Elk Creek
Road NE, Al bu quer que NM 87113. Her e-mail is Nieve14@aol.com

(See ¿Qué Pasa? on page 9)

Score Card

Phoe nix Desert Em pire Re gional

By Page Tomkinson

A
re you re ally a “cool”
bridge player? Well you
will be if you come to the

Phoe nix Desert Em pire Re gional
Au gust 17-23 at the beau ti ful
Shera ton Cres cent Ho tel on
Dunlap Street, just off the fwy. 

We can’t say enough about all
the fine ame ni ties the ho tel has to
of fer. Call 1 800 423-4126 by
July 18 for our spe cial room rates.

The tour na ment starts off Mon -
day with an ex cit ing Pro-Am
game and re cep tion to fol low.
Our sched ule in cludes lots of
Knockoutss, Strat i fied Pairs

games and Swiss Teams events;
some thing for everyone. 

Unit 354 prides it self on hav ing
top notch hos pi tal ity and you will
re mem ber this tour na ment as be -
ing the “cool est” you have ever
at tended. Come join us! 

For more info, please check our
ad or go to www.unit354.com 
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Dead lines

S
core Card no lon ger ac -
cepts hard copy ads. All
ads must be e-mailed di -

rectly to the pub lisher Ken
Monzingo (see e-mail ad dress
right hand col umn on page two), 
with a copy to Jared John son,
the Score Card ed i tor.

Sto ries and all other ar ti cles of
any sort still get e-mailed di -
rectly to the Score Card ed i tor at:

jaredjohnsonco@aol.com 

J
ust reg u lar e-mail, no at -
tach ments please. Dead lines 
are the fifth of each month

for the fol low ing month’s is sue.
Dead lines are firm, ex cep tions
for only the most press ing and
un usual of cir cum stances. Sto -
ries past dead line still go to the
ed i tor, not the pub lisher, for in -
clu sion in the fol low ing is sue.

So now it’s all e-mail. Ads to
the pub lisher (with a copy to the
ed i tor, okay for at tach ment on
ad copy), sto ries and all else to
the ed i tor. Thanks for your help. 

A Spe cial Note from 
D17 Pres i dent John Van Ness

I
n the last is sue of Score Card
it was sug gested that I might
be able to ex plain why there

are no regionals in Los Alamos,
N.M., pop u la tion 13,000. The an -
swer is that there has never been a 
re quest or even a sug ges tion.
Most of Dis trict 17’s smaller units 
lack enough play ing space for a
re gional and hold ing a re gional

con sis tent with the dis trict’s high
stan dards would not be fi nan cially 
fea si ble, es pe cially for the host
unit. Next Oc to ber’s Ruidoso Re -
gional is one ob vi ous ex cep tion to 
the rule. The dis trict board al ways 
wel comes and care fully con sid ers
bids for new re gional sites. 

(See the 12/08 is sue of Score -
Card for de tails.) 

WEST ERN CON FER ENCE

Char ity Nom i na tions
By Karin Grif fin

Char ity Chair man

T
he dead line date for sub mis sion of Dis trict 17 char ity grant
re quests has been ex tended to Sep tem ber 1, 2009. If your unit 
has a char ity to sub mit please mail your nom i na tion to Karin

Grif fin, 7143 Elk Creek NE, Al bu quer que, New Mexico 87113, or
e-mail to: Nieve14@aol.com 

Along with your nom i na tion you must in clude a copy of your char -
ity’s 501(c)(3) des ig na tion, and you should in clude suf fi cient in for -
ma tion about the ac tiv i ties and ben e fi cia ries of your nom i nee so that 
the dis trict board can eval u ate it along side other re quests re ceived.
Five $4,000 grants will be au tho rized by Dis trict 17 in 2010, the
money com ing from the ACBL Char ity Foun da tion. 

Phoe nix, Ar i zona

Au gust 17-23, 2009

New NAP Sea son
It is that time of year again!

By Dale Sweetwood
D17 NAP co or di na tor

W
hat time is that you say? 
It’s time to start your
quest for a na tional ti tle. 

How is that you ask? Its NAP
time. No, not si esta time, but
North Amer i can Pairs (NAP)
qual i fi ca tion time. Start ing June 1
and con tin u ing through Au gust 31 
clubs across the na tion are hold -
ing spe cial con tests to qual ify
in di vid u als for a chance to com -
pete in the na tional fi nals to be
held in Reno in March of 2010.

Check with your lo cal clubs for
their sched ule. 

Who is el i gi ble? You all are, if
you are mem bers of ACBL. What
are your chances of win ning?
Zero if you don’t com pete. How -
ever, you too may find, like Jon
Brandon and Harvey Bress from
Col o rado did, that there is a pot of 
gold, well al most a pot of gold, at
the na tion als. Jon and Harvey
came in sec ond in the 2008-2009
B cat e gory at the NAP fi nals this
year. And an other Col o rado pair,
Wil liam Curtis and James Black
came in eighth in that same com -
pe ti tion. Con grat u la tions to all. 

Is it go ing to be your turn to
shine this year? All you need to
do is find the NAP qual i fy ing

games at your lo cal club and score 
in the top 50% in your cat e gory.

Step two re quires you to play in
the Dis trict 17 NAP fi nals to be
held in Ruidoso, New Mexico (at
the Aspengold Re gional) on Oc to -
ber 9 and 10. When you place in
the top three in your cat e gory, you 
will be el i gi ble to com pete in the
na tional fi nals be ing held in Reno
next March. If you come in first
or sec ond, you will get $700 or
$400 (per pair) re spec tively to
help de fray the cost of the trip and 
if you are third you will be in vited 
to play at your own expense. 

What if you don’t place in the
top three? 

Well, you still may get a chance
to go. Last year six pairs opted not 
to com pete in the na tion als so
those di rectly in line be hind them
be came el i gi ble. 

If fact, one fifth place fin isher in 
the dis trict fi nals ended up play -
ing in the NAP fi nals. 

The cat e go ries are: Flight A,
zero masterpoints to in fin ity;
Flight B, 500 to 2000 mas ter-
points; and Flight C, Non-LM or
up to 500 masterpoints. 

I
f you have any ques tions that
your lo cal NAP ex pert can’t
an swer, con tact me, Dale

Sweetwood, d7hconsult@cox.net
or by phone at 480 491-5229. 


