
By John Swanson
Mis sion Viejo, Ca lif.

M
ar shall Miles as sumed the role of
ed i tor of the bid ding panel for the 
South ern Cal i for nia Bridge News

about 25 years ago, a duty I had per formed 
for that pub li ca tion the pre vi ous ten years.
A few years back, Mar shall ex panded this
do main into the West ern Con fer ence Con -
tract Bridge Fo rum, but now claims he
needs a break. I have agreed to step back
in ... on his word that he will be ready to go 
again in five years.
Our ini tial panel is small but au gust: Ed

Da vis, Fred Ham il ton, Paul Ivaska, Ron
Smith and Ivar Stakgold. I can vouch for
each of their ca pa bil i ties - they all have ei -
ther brought me in as a part ner or
trounced me as an op po nent. In Ed and
Fred’s case, it has been both. Many west -
ern ers may not rec og nize Ivar’s name, but
he was a mem ber of the team which de -
feated me in the first Na tional Knock out I
en tered – only he was n’t there. He and
part ner Lenny Harmon had not yet re -
turned from play ing in the 1959 World
Cham pi on ship. His bridge ac tiv i ties have
been di min ished for a num ber of years
while he has been a pro fes sor of math e mat -
ics at North west ern Uni ver sity, but he has
re cently im mi grated to the San Diego area. 
So all of you are warned to be wary of an
op po nent you don’t rec og nize, who speaks
in a dis tinct but not quite rec og niz able ac -
cent and seems to know what he is do ing,
and who might be dis cuss ing bound ary
value problems of mathematical physics
with his partner!

Problem 2. 

Vul vs. not, IMP scor ing
As South, you hold 

ÍAQ105 Ì5 ËAQJ42 ÊAKJ

East South         West North
1Í Dbl            Pass 2Ì
Pass ?

Al ready you’re say ing to your self,
“What’s wrong; where is Prob lem 1?” It
took me at least one prob lem to warm up,
and Prob lem 1 turned out to be a dud.
Maybe it will be morphed and recycled into 
an other set.

SMITH: 2NT. "Part ner, please be able to
take a joke and don’t jump to 4Ì." 
Not sure if I agree with my first bid, but

what else is there? I’ll prob a bly make 3NT
if part ner’s hearts can stop them from tak -
ing too many tricks.
JS: I won dered if any one would take ex -

cep tion to the dou ble. There is al ways a
risk in dou bling one ma jor with out sup port
for the other.
HAM IL TON: 3NT. Well, it’s ei ther 2NT

or 3NT. The dan ger with 3NT is part ner
might cor rect to 4Ì, ex pect ing two or three 
hearts from me, where if I bid 2NT I can
then over rule a 3Ì bid with a fi nal 3NT.
Still, many weak hands will pro vide a good 
play for 3NT, so that would be my call. It
does n’t have to be a good con tract, just
needs to make.
STAKGOLD: 3NT. To avoid 4Ì by pard.

I might have bid 3NT the first time.
JS: I’m with Ivar, in that I be lieve there is

more dan ger of part ner bid ding 4Ì over
2NT than 3NT. Af ter the take out dou ble
2NT an nounced a good, bal anced hand;
3NT is a very good hand which ex pects to
take nine tricks in notrump. Part ner should 
not bid 4Ì over 3NT with a weak suit, even 
six long.
IVASKA: 3NT. This may come a ter ri ble

crop per, but 2NT and 3Ë are un con scio na -
ble un der bids in view of my spade hold ing
and good di a mond suit. Af ter all, if LHO
leads a spade, we’re cold for 3NT op po site
as lit tle as Íxx ÌJ10xxx Ë109 Êxxxx.
DA VIS: 2Í. I use the Her bert con ven tion

in re spond ing to a cue bid when there is a
non-jump suit re sponse to a take out dou ble. 
Part ner bids the cheap est suit with a very
weak hand, no ti fy ing the doubler that he
will pass the next bid. If part ner co mes up
with a mir a cle 3Ë bid we will be in slam;

oth er wise I re bid 3NT. I don’t ex pect part -
ner to in sist on a heart game un less he has a 
good suit.
I like Her bert also. The con ven tion al lows

good def i ni tion for auc tions where the
take out dou ble is a very strong hand. This
time it works like a charm, for part ner
held: Íxx ÌKxxx ËKxxxxx Êx. I don’t be -
lieve that is quite enough to move over the
im me di ate jump to 3NT.

Problem 3. 

Not vs. vul, IMP scor ing
As South, you hold 

Í54 ÌKQ5 ËK8 ÊA108753

South West          North East
1Ê 1Í              Pass Pass
?

STAKGOLD: Pass. Part ner had many op -
tions, but chose to pass; I have noth ing ex -
tra.
JS: You will have missed a win dow of op -

por tu nity if part ner holds, say, ÍKQ1087
and an other high card or two.
Ham il ton: Pass. I would not dou ble with

this shape, so it is ei ther 2Ê, which could
stir up a hor net’s nest, or give it up. If part -
ner is trap ping they may have a worth while 
di a mond (or even heart) con tract.
DA VIS: Dou ble. I see no rea son able op -

tion.
JS: Dou ble is a win ner when part ner has

a pen alty pass AND East/West do not have
a red suit home. Pass has to be at least in
the rea son able cat e gory.
IVASKA: Dou ble. 2Ê would show a

better club suit and less de fense. In view of 
my spade short ness, pass is the o ret i cally
not per mit ted. I dare say that part ner will
not ap pre ci ate my fail ure to re open with
dou ble if she/he holds a pen alty pass,
which is not un likely. (Had I held one more 
spade and one fewer heart, I would pass, as 
that would greatly de crease the pos si bil ity
of a pen alty pass and sub stan tially in crease
the pos si bil ity of an E/W heart fit.) I will
have to pass part ner’s nonforcing re sponse, 
even 2Ë. In prac tice, in view of my min i -
mum open ing (at least in high cards), one,
or more, of the other play ers will of ten
give away what’s go ing on. (Per haps that’s 
the genesis of the present problem.)
JS: The gen e sis was sit ting North and

hav ing West bid a nat u ral 2Ê af ter part -
ner’s re open ing dou ble, then on the next
round ac cept a spade game in vi ta tion and
score it up de spite my Qxx of spades, di a -
mond queen and club void. Did I men tion
that I also doubled?
SMITH: 2Ê. Dou ble could be right, but

pass ing never seems to work.
JS: There is al ways a first time.

Problem 4. 

Vul vs not, IMP scor ing
As South, you hold 

Í64 ÌQ8532 ËA ÊAJ1073

West North         East South
1Í Pass           1NT* ?
*forc ing

STAKGOLD: Pass. If West re bids 2Ë
(even if it is raised to 3Ë by East), I shall
dou ble for take out. Is there a Cappelletti
vari a tion to han dle this hand on the first
round?
JS: Yes, 2Í ... but un der a dif fer ent name.

With Fred on the panel we best call it
Ham il ton. But – be cause there was an
open ing suit bid – we have to call it “Mi -
chaels.”
SMITH: 2Ì. Risky, but it would be very

un lucky to go for a big num ber. If I don’t
hit part ner we could be mi nus 200 or more
on a part-score hand. 2Í is too big of a bid.
IVASKA: 2Ì. Yes, this is dan ger ous, but

pass ing with such a hand al most never
works out for me. Were I to pass, the auc -
tion would prob a bly con tinue 4Í - Pass -
Pass - ?, with our side cold for 5Ì, or
some thing sim i lar. Of course, if dou bled,
I’ll beat a hasty (but pos si bly spec tac u larly
un suc cess ful) re treat into 3Ê.
HAM IL TON: Pass. To bid or not to bid,

that is the ques tion. My guess is that pass is 
best in the long run, as one may get a better 
chance af ter 2Ë - Pass - Pass (dream on).

2Í is prob a bly best if you do bid, but a bit
rich for my blood. 2Ê has some merit as
you might get a 2Ë bid and can then get
your hearts in. Any call has some dan gers
at tached ... in clud ing pass, of course. Color 
me chicken with this vul ner a bil ity. Cau tion 
is called for.
JS: I’m pleased that my 2Ê choice at the

ta ble at least got a nod. The key is to bid
the suit in which part ner holds length, and
per haps that it the rea son that 2Í is not
such a ‘big’ bid - you get to bid both suits
at once.
DA VIS: Pass. There is no safe way to en -

ter the auc tion.
JS: This time the pass was not so safe.

Your side is on for game in hearts. Ad mit -
tedly you will get an other chance af ter 2Ë
to your left and 2Í by re sponder ... but now 
your re en try is at the three-level.

Problem 5.

Vul vs not
IMP scor ing
As South you hold

 Í— ÌK10842 ËAKQ952 Ê74

South West          North East
1Ë 3Í              Pass Pass
?

STAKGOLD: Pass. Part ner prob a bly has
spades and clubs. With 10+ points, part ner
would have bid 3NT with a stop per in
spades or made a neg a tive dou ble with four 
hearts. So I will take the cow ardly path and 
pass.
JS: Part ner held: ÍA109532 ÌJ6 Ë64
ÊKQ6. Should he have tried 3NT? I think
he should, but I would n’t ex pect much sup -
port for that call. The logic be hind it is to
keep part ner from mak ing a los ing de ci sion 
on a hand such as this one. Even so, pass -
ing 3Í seems too uni lat eral.
IVASKA: 4Ì. Some times it’s best just to

bid what’s in front of your nose and hope
for the best.  Dou ble (or even 3NT) could
well be the win ner, but with such ex treme
dis tri bu tion and no spade to re turn, I’ll de -
mur, what ever that means. Af ter all, part ner 
does n’t need much to give us an ex cel -
lent play for game, e.g., ÍJxxx ÌQJx ËJx
ÊAxxx. It’s just a mat ter of where his
assets are.
HAM IL TON: 4Ì. When I opened 1Ë I

planned to bid and re bid hearts, so in ef fect 
that is what I am do ing now. I am not look -
ing for a pen alty at this color. I feel
strongly about this.
JS: I don’t feel "strongly" enough to

italicize it, but I would also be a 4Ì bid der.
DA VIS: 4Ì. 6-5 and I’m com ing alive.
JS: Just in time to be carted out the door:

mi nus 500 in 5Ë dou bled. So Ivar is right
on this one. And even “righter” is:
SMITH: Dou ble. Clos ing my eyes.

♠AUGUST2009

Mas ter Solv ers Panel

So lu tion to the Hand of the Month
(See the prob lem above)

Í A7
Ì 752
Ë K9874
Ê 643

Í QJ1085                           Í 932
Ì 1094                               Ì QJ6
Ë 63                                    Ë J1052
Ê KJ9                                Ê Q102

Í K64
Ì AK83
Ë AQ
Ê A875

O
b vi ously, you have eight top win -
ners, and your goal is to in crease
this num ber to nine. When in spect -

ing the hand, the three most im por tant
ob ser va tions are: 
(1) there is just one side en try to the di a -

mond suit in dummy 
(2) the heart suit will yield a third win ner, 

but only if the suit breaks 3-3 and, 
(3) the di a mond suit will yield five tricks

on a 3-3 break ... but since only four tricks
are needed from di a monds to make the
con tract, if you con sider that suit by it self,
it is much better play on the sec ond round
to over take the queen and bang out a third
round, gain ing suc cess when ever the suit is 
3-3 or the jack or 10 falls on the first or
sec ond round.
So the most ef fi cient or der of play is to

win the spade open ing in South, then play
off ÌK, fol lowed by ÌA if no one shows

out. (Af ter all, you don’t want to be em bar -
rassed by play ing for 3-3 hearts when that
would be im pos si ble!)
Next you lay down ËA. On that card, six

times out of the 64 pos si ble di a mond
breaks you will see an honor card (two sin -
gle ton jacks, two sin gle ton 10s, and two
J10 doubletons). If that hap pens, your
course is easy: over take ËQ, then clear the
suit for your con tract.
When no honor ap pears un der the ace,

you lay down the queen and in spect West’s 
card; again, if it’s an honor, you over take
and claim. If not, John and Kent rec om -
mend you switch your al le giance to the
heart suit by play ing low, mak ing if ei ther
red suit was orig i nally 3-3. Since there are
20 cases out of 64 in each suit for that to
hap pen, at that point you are still odds-on
to make your con tract ... 58.4%, ac cord ing
to John’s cal cu la tions. An drew rec om -
mends that you stick with the di a mond suit 
over take play, but indicates that the per -
cent ages are very close.
And how good were your over all chances 

if you played the cards in the or der de -
scribed above, and switched to hearts? Ac -
cord ing to Kent, you suc ceed 67.773% of
the time. But he and John both ad mit that 
to to tally ig nore hearts and stick to di a -
monds with the over take play is not far be -
hind: Kent makes that 65.625%, so it
would be close enough to back that line
any time your gut gave you a bad feel ing
about hearts at the table, surely.
Whew! Lots of num bers to chew on ... but 

you gotta be im pressed by the three dec i -
mal places Kent came up with!

Hand of the Month
By Joel Hoersch
Ed i tor, Dis trict 22 Fo rum

Í A7
Ì 752
Ë K9874
Ê 643

Í Q                                     Í ?
Ì ?                                      Ì ?
Ë ?                                      Ë ?
Ê ?                                     Ê ?

Í K64
Ì AK83
Ë AQ
Ê A875

Con tract: 3NT by South
IMP scor ing.
Plan the play.

I
 re cently fin ished read ing Eddie Kan -
tar’s 2008 book en ti tled Take Your
Tricks. This is a great col lec tion of

more than 550 tips on de clarer play, and I
rec om mend it to all of you, whether you
con sider your self to be ad vanced or still in
the be gin ner stage.

I dreamed up the above hand while I was
di gest ing the im pli ca tions of one of Eddie’s 
tips. Since it in volved math e mat ics, I en -
listed the com ments of three of my fa vor ite
slide-rule peo ple – An drew Camp bell, John 
Strauch and Kent Hartman. As in most
cases in volv ing per sons of this pe cu liar
breed, I got a 2-1 dis agree ment on the best 
an swer -- and three slightly dif fer ent sets of 
fig ures -- but the dif fer ences were not
enough to make the problem invalid.

S
o your job this month is to find the
best per cent age play to take nine or
more tricks at notrump with the ÍQ

lead. It will prob a bly be help ful to your
think ing if you make a note of how you
would pro ceed, trick by trick, when var i ous 
things hap pen along the way.

Good luck ... and don’t look at the so lu -
tion be low un til you’re on top of the prob -
lem ... or peo ple will think you cribbed all
your an swers when you got that A in al ge -
bra ju nior year in high school!


