
vid John son, both of whom won their first
masterpoints in June!
Con grat u la tions to the win ners of the June 

unit game, Jerry Kinkade and Tom Gay.
Win ners of Victorville and Sil ver Lakes
club games for the month of June are: Vir -
ginia Cleminson, Beth Hendrick, Stan Ga -
briel, Bill Yamamoto, Char lotte Phillips,
Joan Kinney, Da vid Bloom, John Ruffo,
Steve Koller, Gary Aalfs, Brett Baker, Jane 
Pace, Stan Pace, Jim Fariss, June Bab bitt,
Jim Wil liams, Edna Fritz, Lu ther
Schliesser, and Rosie Erdelen. 

La Jolla / Beach
By Alice Leicht

P
art of the en joy ment of go ing to our
unit games is see ing our friends and
fel low play ers. Dur ing the last few

months many new faces have en tered the
scene on Sun days. With each new per son
(the un known quan tity) the plea sure and
ex cite ment of the day are height ened. How
many of the fol low ing “new to our unit”
peo ple have you met: Thomas Bow man,
Ben Cas tle, Chris tian Gerstoft, Greg ory
Horvath, Brian John, Rose Kelly, Frank
Laird, Timmy Pickett, Kaitlin Sharpe, Lee
Vida, and Mag gie Walsh?
In ad di tion to these in ter est ing newbies

there is a group of trans ferees into our unit. 
They are Randall Fadem, Lynne Feldman,
Gary Mollenkopf, Mary Rus sell, and El len
Wil son. We are very pleased that you have
cho sen to be one of us. To all of you a
loud, long wel come from all of us.
It so hap pens that two of our rel a tively

new mem bers who en joy our games had
vol un teered to serve on our board of di rec -
tors. Thus Bob Walters and Randy Fadem
were on the slate of board nom i nees along
with B.J. Pe ter son, Janet Ansfield, and Ron 
Ignelzi. The elec tion was held June 28, and 
all nom i nees were ap proved by oral vote.
Now they join stand ing of fi cers Bill Grant,
Steve John son, Di ana Marquardt, Menooch 
Bahmanian, and Mat thew Kidd to start the
2009-2010 term.
Re tir ing board di rec tors are Da vid Oakley, 

Al ice Leicht, Cass Don o van, and Nate
McCay. Many is sues have had to be re -
solved dur ing their ten ure, along with as -
sur ing that our unit tour na ments are
well-run and that bills are paid, and va can -
cies are filled, and con flicts re solved, and
that mem bers are kept in formed of what is
go ing on, and that ACBL reg u la tions are
up held, and that all our bridge play ers want 
to keep com ing to our games. As one of
this group, I can vouch for the care that has 
been taken to keep our unit spe cial and ef -
fi cient. We feel that the new board will do
the same (and maybe even more!)
Four mem bers have played on to a new

sta tus. Sheila Fuerst is a Club Mas ter.
Marti Eicholz is a Sec tional Mas ter. Ramin
Radsan is a Re gional Mas ter. Barbara
Blake is a new Life Mas ter. Good job! We
sa lute you for stay ing the course.
The June games pro duced more win ners.

On June 14 Flight A first place went to the
two Davids, Oakley and Walters. Sec ond
place was won by Peggy and Douglas
Magde. The Magdes were in first place for
the B and C flights also. Sec ond place in B

was left for Bert Waxler with Brenda
Carter, and sec ond in C flight Belle Borack 
with Ju dith Newman.
The June 28 game showed Ron and Mary

Huffaker first in Flight A with Alan and
Deb bie Gailfus in sec ond. Sue Kane with
George Soules were first for Flight B, fol -
lowed by Manoocher and Alberdina
Bahmanian in sec ond. Flight C win ners
were Con nie and Rich Unger. Sec ond place 
went to Cass Don o van with Marge Hughes.
The NABC sum mer cham pi on ship be gins

on July 23. These events are ex cit ing and
in struc tive. I hope that some of you read ers 
are able to get to Wash ing ton for this grand 
tour na ment. Be sides, it will warm you up
for the Fall Na tion als here in San Diego!

Lompoc
By Don Kerr

W
e had two win ners with four first
place re sults: Joyce Gehlhaar and
Don Kerr. With three wins were: Jo 

Gowenlock, Skook Por ter, and Kay
Roland. Then with two wins were: Bob
Jurgensen and Bob Lindquist fol lowed with 
sin gle wins by Jean Allen, Rozella Ar mor,
Rich ard Clark, Rob ert Faust, Marg Flack,
Darlene Fra ser, Pat Hodges, Barbara Holt,
and H. Nakagawa.
Some re mind ers to the folks of Lompoc:

when you have news for the Fo rum, I need
to know (or else the news will not get to
the Fo rum). I just got an e-mail that we
have a new mem ber, Gale Porr and a new
Ju nior Mas ter, Sally Law son. Most of you
know we have a new Life Mas ter, Malcolm 
An der son. I wish I knew the big Lompoc
win ners of the STAC games; I would in -
clude it here.

Palm Springs
By Nancy Erickson

C
on grat u la tions to the June unit game
win ners - Andrea Rachin and Bernie
Gertz. They scored 63.29% play ing

North/South, while Anne and Tom Lund
placed first East/West with an equally im -
pres sive 61.98%. The com pe ti tion was
fierce in the 299er sec tion; emerg ing vic to -
ri ous were Charles and Lou ise Rhea with
59.95%, besting Firoza Coo per and Jerry
Ohler by .92 of a point! Tom McCormick
ably di rected both sec tions. 
A Mex i can lunch was pre pared and served 

by Lou ise Rhea as sisted by Bill Dani, unit
game chair, and Carole Schmidt and Lou -
ise’s hus band Charles.
The Sunday Oc to ber 4 unit game will host 

the NAOP unit qual i fier, as well as an
Open and 299er com pe ti tion. Please join us 
at Mizell Se nior Cen ter, Palm Springs.
Game time is 1:00 p.m.
As one of the 114 play ers who played

bridge in the val ley at one of the three open 
ven ues on the 4th of July, I was re minded
of the fact our unit has been blessed by
club di rec tors who con tin u ally give 150%
to our mem ber ship. Fol low ing in the foot -
steps of the likes of Ann McCormick and
Laura Tilton - to name just two - our cur -
rent club di rec tors pro vide all of us a va ri -
ety of games where we can play the game

we love. We all are the ben e fi cia ries of a
team ef fort to make each game a pleas ant,
com pet i tive ex pe ri ence. Too of ten we for -
get to say thank you. So on be half of the
mem ber ship, here is a spe cial thank you to
Tom and Jana McCormick, Woody
McHarg, Mick Riccio, Bob McConnell,
Frank Jurkovich, and Steve Sampson and
their sup port crew Marjean Larson, Sherry
McHarg, Jamie Alvarez, Mike Boyle and
Carole Sobel - just to name a few. Please
know your ef forts are ap pre ci ated. 
A com plete sched ule of games is avail able 

at coachellavalleybridge.com
As many mem bers are aware, we lost Ray

Duncan June 4. His pass ing has left a void
in so many re spects, most no ta bil ity his
love and un wa ver ing com mit ment to du pli -
cate bridge in the Coachella Val ley. The
unit board of di rec tors will not be fill ing
Ray’s seat. As his term ex pires in De cem -
ber, the board has cho sen to op er ate with
eight mem bers un til its an nual meet ing.
Board mem ber Dewey Green will as sume
the role of vice president of Unit 533.
Unit 533 wel comes new mem bers Cheryl

L. Beckendorf, Bunni Benaron, Sara
Corey, Di ane L. Dan iel, Ruth A. Eubank,
Lewis S. Forbes, Larry G. Graves, Lillian
Greenhut, Melvin A. Klein, Carol M.
Moore, Joann Redd, Kath er ine E.
Sampson, Brian P. White, Jac que line B.
White and Deann M. Young. 
We look for ward to your ac tive par tic i pa -

tion in our or ga ni za tion.
Con grat u la tions to the fol low ing mem bers 

on their re cent pro mo tions, Kathleen
Perkins to Life Mas ter and Noel Hanford
and Bob Vic tor to Sil ver Life Master.
It is great to see Al ice Tay lor and Bonnie

Griwach back at the bridge ta ble. We all
miss Kathy Gisler and wish her a speedy
re cov ery. The Las Ve gas tour na ment was -
n’t the same with out her.
They are gone but will never be for got ten

- Ray Duncan and Jim Payton.

Ridgecrest
By Tony Miller

M
ary Car o lyn Niel sen lost her hus -
band, Don ald, last month af ter
more than a half cen tury of mar -

riage. No other bad news to re port, our
other play ers are hang ing in there.
We held our “Christ mas” din ner party on

Fa ther’s Day. We could n’t find a date in
De cem ber that ac com mo dated many of our
mem bers. Prior to the party we held our
unit game, with Sa rah Carter and Dave
Speer claim ing first place, fol lowed by
Betty Doig and Es ther Sires. My daugh ter,
Di ane, and I were third. Also plac ing were
Es ther Hart and Barbara Meggers and Jody
Skaggs and Craig Stump.
Charlene Stephens, Jody, Craig, Greg

Vernon and Jack Waller rep re sented our
unit in the re cent Las Ve gas Re gional.
They picked up some much-needed red
points - in the case of Charlene and Jody.
On the club front we had an in ter est ing re -

sult in one of the TGiF games. Greg and I
had an 80% game, with Yasuko Mullen
and Sa rah scor ing a 70%. Need less to say
the rest of the field was be low 50%.
Masterpoint lead ers in the TGiF clubs were 
my self, Greg, Yasuko, Betty, Es ther Sires,
Mar ga ret O’Neill, Yvonne Chilina, Sa rah,
Charlene, and Astrid Par kin son. In the
COM Bridge Club Sa rah and Es ther Sires
led in masterpoints. They were fol lowed by 
Dave, Greg, Jay and Mary Kay Bornfleth,
Yvonne and myself.

Riverside
By Les Moore

I
 would like to thank Coni for writ ing the 
col umn for me last month, and thank
those who sent cards in my re cent ill -

ness. Just to let you know, it was a great
en cour age ment.
A big con grat u la tions for the achieve -

ments of the fol low ing mem bers of the
Riv er side Bridge Club: Scor ing games of
70% or better games were Mar shall Miles
and Mil lie Gar ri son, Da vid and Su san
Ruoff, and Tony and Pat Mascari. See the
col umn else where in this news pa per for
their ex act scores. 
And even big ger con grat u la tions to our

new est Life Master - Ken Olivier!

Now that the real sum mer has ar rived, re -
mem ber you can al ways en joy the com fort
of play ing our fa vor ite game in air con di -
tioned com fort Mon day through Fri day be -
gin ning at noon, and on se lected Sat ur days
and Sun days (check at 951 369-1790 ac tual 
days and times), at the Riv er side Bridge
Club lo cated at 6166 Brockton Ave. Riv er -
side (B.P.O.E. Elks Club Building).
There are so many things about bridge that 

can be dis cussed, but the most im por tant
ap pears to be part ner ship. One im por tant
thing to re mem ber is cau tion when your
part ner has a great hand and you have a
“bust.” You have to be con tent to ac cept
the cards dealt to you and not over bid. A
par tial score is better than a set most times.
Of course, you have to be the judge of what 
is best in all cases.
En joy the sum mer, and happy bridge to

all.

Saddleback
By Bob Destino

O
ur June unit game was one of our
big gest, with 28 ta bles in play. As
al ways, di rec tor John Ad ams did a

great job of keep ing ev ery one happy and
mov ing! We had two sec tions; first place
win ners (all with 60%+ games) were Char -
lotte and Ste phen Sturm, Barbara Beloit
and Kit Dailey, Di ane and Eddie Hurt, and
Xiaoue Walker and Jim Elbogen. Our next
unit games are sched uled for Sunday, Au -
gust 8 and Sunday, Sep tem ber 13. 
Come on down!
While we’re speak ing of up com ing

events, don’t for get the Or ange County Re -
gional Tour na ment to be held at the Hyatt
Re gency Ho tel in Irvine, Sep tem ber 7-13.
Visit web site OrangeCountyRegional.com
for de tails.
We had sev eral play ers ad vance on the

Life Mas ter lad der dur ing June. New Ju nior 
Mas ters are Pa tri cia Behr and Wil liam
Fallon. Join ing the ranks of Club Mas ter
are Pa tri cia Brown, Di ane Dore’ and Don
Joynt. Reach ing Sec tional Mas ter sta tus are 
Joan Abra ham, Jeanne Delano, Nor man
Hempling, Chad Julian, John Kep pel, Dee
O’Connor, Madeline Steinberg and Betty
Wil liam son. New Re gional Mas ters are
Donna Krueger, Dan iel Marcus and Flor -
ence Marcus. New Bronze Life Mas ter sta -
tus was achieved by Bob Cuccias and
Derril Kripke. And fi nally, reach ing the
level of Sil ver Life Mas ter is Barbara
Balowitz. The board of di rec tors of Saddle -
back Unit 525 con grat u lates each of these
ded i cated players for their achievements!

San Diego
By Vicki Creamer

And the win ner is … Wait! 

A
re you re ally a win ner if you are
elected to serve on your unit board
for two years? The an swer is a def i -

nite yes! Serv ing on the board is a pay back
for the first and third Sunday unit games,
the sectionals, and the great hol i day party
(free to all play ers who have at tended 12
unit games). This year we had no “ex tra”
peo ple run ning for po si tions; all six were
elected. So why have a bal lot? Be cause it’s
in our by laws, and, hope fully, it will en -
cour age more peo ple to run for next year’s
po si tions.
June 7 was our Elec tion Party; a mem ber -

ship meet ing was held and elec tion re sults
were an nounced. Wel come to new board
mem ber Vir ginia Wofford, who will be
your new part ner ship chair. Re-elected can -
di dates are John Boackle (club man ager),
Vicki Creamer (pres i dent), Ka ren Demp sey 
(pub lic ity chair), Jan Fischer (awards
chair), and Mar ian Zeldin (hos pi tal ity
chair). Re main ing board mem bers are
Ralph Baty (vice-pres i dent), Norma Huhn
(sec re tary), Osman Guner (mem ber ship
chair), and Joan Maden (fu ture Life Mas ter 
liason). We hope to see your name here
next year!
Win ners of our first Sunday 499er Ses sion 

were Joan and Ken Maden; #2, Ka ren
Demp sey - Jo anne Gib son; #3, Dean
Altschuler - Val McWhorter; and #4,
Delores McGregor - Patsy Jennings. Open
Strat win ners were Mary and Ron
Huffaker; #2, Fumie Graves and Joel
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