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1st, the Habers 2nd, Imboden - Hadeler
3rd, Smith - Lohr 4th, and Abbott -
Sheehan 5th.

Coronado
By Jean Seager

C
on grat u la tions to Jan Erikson, unit
pres i dent, who has achieved the rank 
of Bronze Life Mas ter, sur pass ing

500 masterpoints. We’ll see Jan and his
wife, Lynn, when they re turn from a trip to
the East Coast, where they are vis it ing fam -
ily and - of course - play ing bridge.
At the Eastlake Bridge Club this month,

Al ex an der Prai rie and Kathleen Hennessy
scored 71.82 per cent. Other Eastlake win -
ners were Kathie Angione and Rich ard
Keplinger (twice), Betty Bir ming ham and
Fred Nimtz, Walt Bochenek and Rob ert
Shapley, Judi Bunch and Mar tha Walker,
Letha Couch and Beverly Stebbins, and
Gail Welty and Chriseeta Sloan.
In Coronado, Mar gue rite Cook had a great 

month, win ning four times, twice with reg -
u lar part ner Ha zel Metz and twice with
Norma Lyerly. Other win ners in cluded Phil 
Akre and Al Schuster (twice), Marty Roth
and Dick Palmer, Jan and Lynn Erikson,
Ann Lehrer and Saul Morantz and Jean and 
Bill Seager. Also vic to ri ous were John
Pizzato and Dick Palmer, Leila and Marty
Bloomberg, Dor o thy Buck and Jean
Scripps, and Norma Lyerly and Phil Akre.
There were some new de vel op ments at the 

re gional tour na ment in Las Ve gas. 
For the first time, tour na ment of fi cials

strat i fied teams ac cord ing to the play ers av -
er age points rather than plac ing a team (or
part ner ship) in the strat of the player with
the most points. This means if your part ner
had many more points than you did, you
did n’t nec es sar ily have to “play up.” Ini tial
re ac tion to the change was quite pos i tive.
This new sys tem, adopted by ACBL, can
be in sti tuted at club games or tour na ments
at the discretion of the directors.
In Las Ve gas, Vicky and Larry Bamberger 

con tin ued their win ning ways in the knock -
out com pe ti tions. They were third/fourth in 
one match and they won an other one.
Kathleen Hennessy and Sharon Gordon,
along with lo cal play ers Jim and Shay An -
drews were sec ond in C, and 4/6 in B in a
Swiss Teams match. 
They also fin ished well in a 60-ta ble

Swiss match, with a sec ond in C, 4/6 in B
and 7/8 in A. Jean and Bill Seager were
sec ond in C in a side game.
As if play ing bridge in Las Ve gas were n’t

ex cit ing enough, we ex pe ri enced an af ter -
noon thun der storm that had us duck ing un -
der wa ter falls in the stair wells of the park -
ing struc ture and dodg ing pud dles on the
sidewalks.
Happy sum mer to all.

Dana Harbor
By Kathy Braeunig

A
 big thank you to Ca thy Cram for
writ ing the Fo rum col umn for the
past year. Jennifer Por ter and I are

tak ing over, and will al ter nate through out
the year. Yes, it’s go ing to take two of us to 
fill Ca thy’s shoes!
Wel come new mem bers James Clif ford

and Jeffrey Rocklin and trans fers Hanefi
Erten and Marvin French. We hope to see
you play ing of ten. New rank ings are Ju nior 
Mas ter: Peggy Brand, John Horvath, Fran -
ces Krause, Arlen Ryberg; Club Mas ter:
Steph a nie Fletke, Tanya John son, Su san
Marcley, Kay Skjei; Sec tional Mas ter:
Rejane Larochelle; Re gional Mas ter: Ka ren 
Aiello, Dae Leckie, Janie Matlaf. Keep on
climb ing that masterpoint ladder.
Con grat u la tions to the many Dana Har bor

play ers who won points at the Bal boa Sec -
tional. Those who placed 1st in their events 
were Ste ven Love, Hemant Bhatia, and Jim 
and Gale Senter in Flight A Open Pairs
games, Bob Le vine and Gayle Gerth in C
Open Pairs, Kristine Katz and Pat Dol phin
in 299ers, Alan and Deb bie Gailfus and
team in Com pact KO Bracket 1 and Phil
and Ruth Rich ter, Tilak Lall and Vir ginia
John son in Com pact KO Bracket 2. Plac ing 
1st in Swiss Teams events were Ste ven
Love, Larry Sharp, Judy Elbogen and
Philip Hiestand in Flight A, Hemant
Bhatia’s team in Flight X, Ja cob Weisberg,
Bart Friedberg, and John and Linda Jonas

in Flight B, and Dae Leckie, Judy Alvord,
Pat Dol phin and Kristine Katz in 299er
Flight C. Ste ven Love was the top point
win ner earn ing a total of 30.90 points.
On the tour na ment trail, Pat Dol phin

brought home over 14 points from the
Ventura Re gional. At the Las Ve gas Re -
gional, Mark Itabashi had mul ti ple vic to ries 
and col lected 34.89 points, Ron and San dra 
Livingston placed 1st in C Fast Pairs and
Sharon Forslund, Barbara Pierce, Mar cia
Hol land and Myrna Silverman placed 1st in 
C and 3rd in B in Swiss Teams. Word is
Mar cia did not com mute to Ve gas by or di -
nary means. Be cause she had a last min ute
air line ticket snafu, her hus band vol un -
teered to fly her to the tour na ment in his
home-made ex per i men tal RV9 air craft.
Even though he has had this plane for

three years, this was the first time Mar cia
agreed to join him for a flight, and she said
it was white-knuck les all the way. Any -
thing for bridge! She ar rived safely and in
time to help her team snag some of those
elusive gold points.
Win ners from the fifth Sunday of the

month unit game on May 31 were John and 
Su san Kissinger, LaVern Fabrick and Ann
Nixon, Kit Dailey and Tilak Lall. The June
21 unit game top achiev ers were Pa tri cia
Menefee and Andy DeLeon, Charles
Messall and Ro man Matusik, Su san Benon
and Ja cob Weisberg.
Lead ing the pack of masterpoint win ners

for our open club games in June were Ja -
cob Weisberg, Andy DeLeon and Jane
Dober. Speak ing of Andy, he had two
70+% games this month! The top three
spots for 299ers go to Rich ard Lee, Tom
Snooks and Kristine Katz.
199ers who had 70% games this month

were Di ane Starns, Vir ginia Krikorian,
Bonnie Douglass, Ca thy Co hen, Sue Field,
Rich ard Lee, Kathleen Friesen, Judy
Alvord, Har old McBee, Evelyn Crook,
Peggy Dakin, Su zanne Ed i son, Mary Jean
Den nis and Bonnie Myers.
Club mem bers Sandy Busby and Judy

Rob erts are ring lead ers pro mot ing the Cabo 
San Lucas Hal low een cruise Oc to ber
29-No vem ber 1, 2009, so be sure to chat
with them if you are in ter ested in go ing.
This mini-bridge camp cruise will of fer
work shops fo cus ing on de fense, leads and
play of the hand. At last count, eight mem -
bers from Dana Har bor and 18 bridge play -
ers to tal had made their res er va tions. Join
the fun! Pick up a flyer, or you may con tact 
Liz Nixon from Unit 549 at 760 510-8291
or e-mail her at cruzqueen@sbcglobal.net
for more info.
What’s faster and more ac cu rate than the

hu man hand? Hope fully our new deal ing
ma chine. This de vice pre-makes boards and 
pro vides hand re cords which may help im -
prove your game.
Dana Har bor Unit 538 is lo cated near the

ocean, ma rina and Doheny Beach. We have 
friendly games daily. 
Call 949 248-1268 or visit our web site at

danaharborbridgecenter.org for de tails.

High Desert
By Steve Klein

T
he big event for June was the sec -
tional on Fa ther’s Day week end, June 
19-21, held at the Northwoods Inn in

the city of Big Bear Lake. At ten dance was
down some what from re cent years, but
enough play ers showed up to make up
23-28 ta bles in each pairs game, about
evenly di vided be tween Open and 299ers.
The Swiss Teams event on Sunday drew 17 
teams for the Open, and seven teams for
the 199ers.
Be sides the folks from our unit, most of

the play ers came from San Bernardino, Or -
ange, Riv er side and San Diego coun ties
(in clud ing Mar shall Miles from Redlands
and Mark Itabashi from Murrieta). But
there was also a size able con tin gent from
the South Bay; in fact, the top masterpoint
win ner for the week end was Louis Papp of
Santa Monica.
A tra di tional fea ture of the Big Bear tour -

na ment not of ten seen else where is the
award ing of door prizes, too many to list
here. Most were gift cer tif i cates from lo cal
res tau rants, and the Northwoods pro vided
one for a two-night stay, but other prizes
in cluded tick ets to watch the High Desert
Mav er icks, a Se at tle Mar i ners farm club
which plays in Adelanto. Our thanks to all
the busi nesses which donated prizes.

Thanks also to di rec tors Pe ter Knee and
Scott Camp bell, part ner ship co or di na tor
Mary Ann Wotring, and es pe cially to head
honcho and tour na ment or ga nizer Chris tine 
Cook.
Unit 516 play ers made a strong show ing at 

the sec tional: Jim Fariss and Gary Aalfs
(Helendale) fin ished 1st over all in the
299er Pairs on Sat ur day af ter noon (de spite
masterpoint to tals which put them in the
low est flight), fol lowed by Steve Klein and 
Paula Smith (Big Bear). Steve Klein and
Chaz Langdon (Big Bear) fin ished first
over all in the Fri day af ter noon 299er Pairs,
and sec ond North/South (third over all) in
the eve ning. First North/South in the eve -
ning game (sec ond over all) were Paula
Smith and Rolland Richenberg (Big Bear).
Paula and Rolland also were fourth
East/West (fifth over all) in the afternoon.
Paul Lasky (Big Bear), play ing with Mark 

Itabashi, placed first East/West (sec ond
over all) in the Fri day eve ning Open Pairs,
and fifth North/South in the af ter noon
game. Barbara Lasky (Big Bear), play ing
with Subba Ravipundi, was sec ond
East/West (fourth over all) in the Fri day af -
ter noon Open Pairs, fifth East/West in the
Sat ur day morn ing Open Pairs, and third
East/West Sat ur day afternoon.
Mary Ann and War ren Wotring of Chino

Hills, who are reg u lar play ers at Big Bear,
fin ished sec ond North/South (third over all)
in Flight B of the Fri day af ter noon Open
Pairs; sec ond over all in Flight B of the Fri -
day eve ning Open Pairs; tied for fifth over -
all Sat ur day morn ing; and fifth over all in
Flight B of the Sat ur day af ter noon game.
Tied with them on Sat ur day morn ing were 

Steve Koller (Helendale) and John Ruffo
(Apple Valley).
Arlene El der and Barbara Cassity (Big

Bear) were third in Flight B East/West in
the Fri day af ter noon Open.
Jeanne Neigh bors (Big Bear), play ing

with Kathy Sandstrom of Murrieta, placed
third over all in Flight F of the Fri day af ter -
noon 299ers, and again in the Sat ur day af -
ter noon game. Barbara and Terence Maloy
of San Diego, who of ten play at Big Bear,

fin ished fifth East/West in the Fri day af ter -
noon event. Rolland Richenberg and R.T.
Hawke (Big Bear) were fifth over all in
Flight E Sat ur day af ter noon. Mor ton
Fletcher and Eiko Miller (Big Bear) fin -
ished third over all in Flight B of the Fri day 
eve ning Open Pairs. Terry Bessey (Big
Bear), play ing with Yoshiko Tatsumi from
Ja pan, fin ished fourth North/South in the
Sat ur day morn ing 299ers. Brett Baker
(Helendale) and Vir ginia Cleminson
(Barstow) were sixth North/South in this
game.
Our unit dom i nated Flight B of the Open

Swiss Teams on Sunday. The Wotrings,
Arlene El der and Eiko Miller were first; a
team in clud ing Steve Koller, John Ruffo,
Da vid Bloom (Ap ple Val ley) and Pe ter
Korling (Big Bear) fin ished sec ond (first in 
C); and Mor ton Fletcher, Yoshiko Tatsumi, 
Chris tine Cook and Joan Thorne (for merly
from Big Bear, now in Edmond, Okla.)
placed third. (Be fore leav ing the sub ject of
Swiss Teams, I must give my self a spe cial
men tion as the cap tain of the only team
which failed to win a sin gle match.) 
The top masterpoint win ners for the tour -

na ment from our unit were the Wotrings,
with 9.54. Top win ner among the 299ers
(over all, not just from Unit 561) was Eiko
Miller with 5.43.
Back at the club games, June win ners at

Big Bear in cluded Paula Smith, Steve
Klein, Chris tine Cook, Da vid Jo seph, Eiko
Miller, Mor ton Fletcher, R.T. Hawke,
Arlene El der, and Mary Ann and War ren
Wotring. Con grat u la tions to all.
For the sec ond month in a row, the Big

Bear club had a vis i tor from over seas. In
June we wel comed Yoshiko Tatsumi of
To kyo, who was vis it ing BBBC mem ber
Eiko Miller. Eiko is from Big Bear City by 
way of Ja pan. Yoshiko played at club
games and also at the sec tional, part ner ing
Eiko and sev eral other club mem bers. We
very much en joyed her com pany and hope
she had a good time.
Sil ver Lakes/Victorville wel comed two

new play ers to the area, Babe Jaye and Da -
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