
♠AUGUST2009                                                                               

Penticton is a cute 100 year old town lo -
cated on an isth mus be tween two gor geous
lakes, Okanagan Lake and Skaha Lake,
sur rounded by hills. The Okanagan Val ley
is the Napa of Can ada, its pre mier wine
grow ing re gion. We took a day off from
bridge to go wine tast ing, which was great
fun, and brought back a cou ple bot tles of
some good stuff. Due to im port/ex port
costs and reg u la tions, BC wine is im pos si -
ble to get here, so I’m hoard ing my Howl -
ing Bluff sau vi gnon blanc! The area is also 
known for its ag ri cul ture, fruit in gen eral
and es pe cially peaches, and as the home of
the Can ada Ironman Tri athlon. 
Per haps in spired by the tri athlon post ers, I 

went run ning ev ery morn ing on a great sce -
nic trail in the hills above the lake. The
bridge scene was ter rific also. 
Ca na dian play ers are ex ceed ingly po lite,

friendly, and wel com ing. I saw vir tu ally no 
bick er ing, scream ing di rec tor calls, ring ing
cell phones, gloat ing, les son giv ing, or all
that other neg a tive be hav ior that no body
likes. In stead, sweet, dotty lit tle old la dies
out of an Agatha Chris tie novel greeted us
with “Right then, we’re Helen and Pearl,
and wel come to our ta ble!” 
And the pair games were huge; heaven for 

dedicated matchpoint players. 
Go next summer; you’ll love it! 
Back here in SF, all the lo cal clubs are

par tic i pat ing in Great West ern Sum mer
STAC Week, Au gust 24-30. This month’s
unit game will be Great West ern STAC
pairs on August 29. Get your sil ver points
here! Next month’s game is Swiss Teams
on Sep tem ber 26. All games are at noon at
the Masonic Tem ple, 850 Broth er hood
Way, and all are wel come.  
Con grat u la tions to our newly ranked: new 

Ju nior Mas ter Gay Yamigawa; Club Mas -
ters Linda Bucklin, Linda Golm, Helen
Spalding; Sec tional Mas ters Flo Aragon, Jo 
Anne Levy, Sam Litovsky; Re gional Mas -
ter Mat thew Quint; NABC Mas ters Carol
Doll, Rick Rog ers, Steph a nie Rog ers; Life
Mas ters Mar tha Keller, Jeff Reid, Barbara
Sonnenblick; and Bronze Life Mas ter
Norrie Cavallero. Good job ev ery one!
Wel come to our new mem bers: Olga
Abouab, Rich ard Bodisco, Zdenka
Bodisco, Barnaby Grist, and Da vid Ken -
nedy; and trans fers Amy Bentz (Kan sas
City), Angeliki Magklara (Palo Alto), Ken
Prag (San Mateo), Tully Raf fer ty (East
Bay), and Joan Von Gehr (Palo Alto). 
Say hello to these new faces when you

meet them at the table. 

San Mateo/             
Redwood City

By M. C. Hevener

I
n May, the all-vol un teer board of di rec -
tors at Unit 498 met and elected new
of fi cers. They are pres i dent Kathleen

Mar tin, VP yours truly, sec re tary Gretchen
Schmeeckle and trea surer Nancy Finney.
Raad Bunni of fered to chair hos pi tal ity

with San dra Tilch as co-chair, and Hugh
Huff takes re spon si ble for our ever-grow -
ing mem ber ship.
We kicked off the year with a hugely suc -

cess ful unit game fea tur ing boards from
past Na tional Cham pi on ships. It was a sell -
out with 30 ta bles, in clud ing a sep a rate sec -
tion of 99ers. While we have about a dozen 
doc tors in our unit, it was Raad Bunni per -
form ing sur gery on the deli chick ens in our 
kitchen while other vol un teers put out the
sides and desserts for lunch. 
In the 99er cat e gory, Joann Gates &

Dorianne Heyman won first over all. Other
suc cess sto ries for Joe Kushner & Jane
McLaughlin, Jane Blair & Marge Hodger,
Barbara & Jim Curry, Ka ren Key & Deb bie 
Weinstein and Da vid Crampton & Lucile
Chen. Big con grat u la tions to all.
In the main event, “Play against the

Champs,” we had two sec tions of tour na -
ment hope fuls. Da vid Hoffman & Rob ert
Ng were high with over 62%, closely fol -
lowed by Don Nemiro & Betty De Paola.
Other high scor ers were Jo anne Allen &
Dean Wangsvick, Norrie Cavallero & Rob
Ro man, Betsy Schnei der & Pat Galligan,
Dan Raider & Rajan Jeyakumar, Nancy
Gordon & Roger Dewes, and Janice Nakao 
& Thomas Quinlan. Other unit reg u lars
who placed in cluded Gus & Lex, Joel
Steinberg & Nor man Kalman, Linda
Schwarz & Jan Grove, Arlie Lamb & Ed
Hornung, Carl Suther land & Phil Scatena,

Ju dith Paul & Thomas Durden, and Al ice
Wallace & Penny Bellamy. 
It was a really big day!
As I write this re port Unit 498 play ers are

down in Santa Clara at the Fire cracker Sec -
tional. Re ports sug gest they are win ning
lots of masterpoints. Re sults next month.
Unit reg u lar Dr. Gordon Binder of

Millbrae was hon ored by the French Gov -
ern ment on Bas tille Day. The Pres i dent of
France named him a “Che va lier of the Le -
gion of Honor” for his ser vice to ward the
lib er a tion of France dur ing World War II.
Gordon re lates, “I was fresh out of med i cal 
school; prac ti cally my whole class be came
bat tal ion sur geons.” When he was dis -
charged in 1944 he took ad di tional train ing 
in sur gery and prac ticed in Milbrae as a
fam ily doc tor. Gordon just turned 80 years
young and now he can be found play ing
du pli cate at our club sev eral days each
week. We hon ored Gordon at our July unit
game, a Pro-Am event. 
Re sults will be posted here next month. 
Up com ing events in clude our Unit 498

sec tional to be held on Au gust 15 & 16 at
the South San Fran cisco Mu nic i pal Ser -
vices Build ing, 33 Ar royo Drive at El
Camino Real. Sat ur day’s events in clude the 
Art Weinstein Me mo rial 199er Cham pi on -
ship which kicks off at 12:30. 
Also on Sat ur day there will be a Com pact

Knock out and a sep a rate pairs game.
Sunday’s Swiss games start at 10:00 a.m.
For more in for ma tion, con tact Al Malouf at 
650 342-7193 or acmalouf@aol.com
On Sunday, Au gust 30, Da vid Hoffman is

host ing the 6th an nual Maye Soules me mo -
rial tour na ment at the Bayshore Bridge
Club. Sil ver points will be awarded plus
tro phies for the over all win ners. 
There will be a spe cial 299er sec tion for

newer play ers. Re serve by call ing Da vid at
650 574-0460 or con tact (e-mail) him at
eyedoc243@sbcglobal.net
Sadly, we have to re port that long-time

reg u lar player Roger Herz passed away af -
ter a short ill ness. The unit will miss him. 
Unit 498 wel comes new ACBL mem bers

Betty Count, Olga Longstreet and Nancy
Soltau. We have one new Life Mas ter:
Douglas Ryan of Red wood City, and note
that Dan Stowell of Hillsborough has
achieved Sil ver Life Mas ter sta tus. 
Up com ing in the fall, cer ti fied in struc tors

Mary Bates and Al Malouf will be launch -
ing a be gin ning bridge class on Wednes day 
nights from Sept. 3 through Nov. 18. Tell
your friends this is a great op por tu nity. 
For fur ther in for ma tion, con tact Mary at

650 863-7575 or MaryBates@rcn.com
To view fly ers on our events or to check

out re cent scores, just Google our web site
at Unit 498. Then, for quick fu ture ref er -
ence, add our site to your Fa vor ites. 
See you at the ta bles.

Santa Clara Valley
By Ray Yuenger

W
ith some friendly arm-twist ing,
vol un teers have stepped for ward to 
serve on the Unit 507 board,

namely Lynn Bartz, Mischel Postas, and
Steve Burnham. The next board meet ing
will de ter mine who holds what of fice, as
well as the for mat of the Au gust unit game, 
so I can’t tell you yet.
June was a busy month for lo cal tour na -

ments. Elenalani Lam started off the Oak -
land Sec tional with a 70.92% pairs game,
good enough for first place. Li-Chung
Chen had a sec tion top in the same event
and came back to win the eve ning ses sion
with a 69.5% game.
Cross ing the bay to the San Fran cisco

Sec tional, Stu Goodgold & Bruce Luttrell
were num ber 1 in the two-ses sion pairs
game. Sec ond over all and first in his strat i -
fi ca tion was Eu gene Hung. Rajeeva
Sharma & Corinne Carter had strat tops in
both lim ited and Open Pairs games.
Trav el ing down to the Hollister Sec tional,

Mike Roney had a sec tion top and Eu gene
Hung had two strat tops in Open Pairs
games, while Jane Slenkovich, Corinne
Carter & Rajeeva Sharma had sec tion tops
in the lim ited pairs.
The Palo Alto Sec tional took place in our

back yard. First in their Knock out brack ets, 
both com pact and reg u lar, were: Bonnie
Beardsley & Jack Clinch; Lynn Yo kel,
Alan Malloy & Mi chael Bodell; Don
Nemiro, Betty De Paolo & Dianne Shan -
non; Joe Chui, Leon Lee, Leslie Perkins &

Lynn Shan non; Nor man Marks; and Gerry
& Joan Piaget.
In the two-ses sion Swiss, my 3M team,

Melanie Kakalec, Mi chael Fleisher and
Mindy Foos, was first in X and 2nd over -
all. That was a les son in not giv ing up af ter 
a slow start. First in the C and D strat were
Harry Shan non, Hugh Rob erts, Roberta
Murai & Miwako Wong.
Pre vail ing in the sin gle-ses sion Swiss

games were: Dan Turkus, Nor man Marks,
Joe Chui & Peggy Sprague; Alan Malloy & 
Mi chael Bodell; and Rob ert Dean & Eu -
gene Hung; with strat tops to Sam uel Shat,
Paul Lee & J.T. Wang; Norma Epler, Mar -
tin Anding, Gail Meikle & Donna Webb;
and Ro chelle Gutmann, Re gina Norberg,
Kathy Weiman & Sharon Krawetz. 
In Open Pairs events, sec tion and strat

tops were earned by Gary Por ter, Jeff Hack 
& Faye Par sons, Sabina Seim & Rita
Tingley, Ka ren Kulander, Paul Nel son, Pe -
ter Friedland, Teddi & Derek Fiero, Con nie 
& Lee Dimmit, Olivier Chapelle, Kathy &
Larry Wag ner, Rich ard O’Brien, Jennifer
Stern & Jeffrey Pugh, Bill Langlois & Bill
Reister, Mervin & Shir ley Falk, Mike
Cailean, Mindy Foos & Mi chael Fleisher,
Barbara Luttrell, Harry Shan non & Ted
Ujifusa, Chee Tung & Boyer Chu, Fung
Bao & Jim Tseng, Yul Inn, Jack & Missy
Verson, Mac & Milly Mor ris, Bertrand
Hsu, and Amar & Susama Chunder.
Pre vail ing in lim ited pairs were Happy

Fordham, Delores Dunlap & Dee Pe ter son,
Rajeeva Sharma & Corinne Carter, Jimmy
Woo, Betty Rosa & Ka ren Hunt, Janet
Dekker, Morey Goldstein, Ka ren
O’Connell & Mar i lyn Bliss, Lynn Bartz &
Leslie Perkins, Devesh Goyal, and Alan
Kaatz. 
It re mains the case, as I wrote in our

DiRekTor news let ter, that our last unit
game at tracted 13 teams that were grouped
into two round robin brack ets. On the win -
ning team in the up per bracket were Erin
Gove and John Prior. In the other bracket it 
was Rajeeva Sharma, Jewel Schimke, Judy
Namanny, and Rita Randolph.
Con grat u la tions to our new est Mas ters.

Eryl Barker, Bob Woldstad, Carole
Woldstad (Re gional); Lee Dimmit, Paul
Lee, Ken neth Yip (NABC); Ben
Bosklopper (Life); Ken Rosenfeld
(Bronze); Rob ert Dean (Gold).
I re main word ily (if un wor thily) yours at

rayyuenger@comcast.net

Santa Cruz
By Susan Benich 

I
n the July/Au gust AARP mag a zine
there was an ar ti cle stat ing that Er nest
Hem ing way was once chal lenged to tell

a story in only six words. Now, when I
asked board mem ber Bruce Dau to tell his
story I did not place any such re stric tion on 
him, but here’s what he sent me: “Okay, I
started play ing bridge at Stan ford to avoid
study ing, back in the Goren 4-card ma jor
days. Af ter col lege, I dove into my ca reer
as an or ganic farmer, and stopped play ing
bridge un til my mid-life cri ses, when all
my in dul gences (be gan) bub bling to the
sur face. When I’m not play ing bridge, I’m
an itin er ant trout bum.” Hem ing way would 
no doubt be im pressed!
Our club can boast of the ac com plish -

ments of our mem bers Ru Grant, Mardell
Carman, Mar i lyn Nadler, and Pam Benz
plac ing 1st in B in Swiss Teams in the
Hollister Sec tional. Also, Jill Davidson,
Henrietta Coo per, Jonni Faircrest, and Phil
John son placed 1st in C in the Swiss Teams 
com pe ti tion. Other no ta ble win ners were
Vir ginia Calhoun, Su san Darsey, Jo anne
Bruno, Vicki Kuhlmann, Cheryl Mar tin
and Bill McIntosh.
High scor ers for June at the club were

Steph a nie Kearnes & Pam Benz, 65% in
the Pro-Am game; Bud Rice & Carol
Maggipinto, 65.06%; Dick Wasserstrom &
Ken Llacera, 65.19%; Robin Evenden &
Char lie Pen der, 65.48%; Phil Ro dri guez &
Neil Jo seph Smyth, 65.51%; Don Nemiro
& Eliz a beth de Paola, 65.51%; Mick
Friedberg & Ken Llacera, 65.63%; Mick
Friedberg & Jeanne Dawson, 67.27% in
the Pro-Am game; Pat San ford & Wilma
Gawthrop, 67.49%; Di ane Rosetta & Jo -
anne Winham, 69%; Don Seldeen & Neil
Smyth, a whop ping 70.37%.
Unit game win ners for June 13 were Mick 

Friedberg & Ken Llacera in A & B, Di ana
Schil ling & Su san Benich in C. 1st over all

in A & B for June 27 was Jeanne & Wayne 
Boss, in C, Mary Simoni & Vee Duvall.
I ex pect that most, if not all of you, have

read or at least heard of the book, The Giv -
ing Tree. See if you can fig ure out who this 
“giv ing tree” is? Cur rently, this gen tle man
(1st hint) vol un teers once a week at Op por -
tu nity to Read at the Watsonville Li brary
help ing five stu dents with read ing and
writ ing skills. He also can be found once a
week vol un teer ing his time with the
Friend ship Club Chal leng ers. This love of
his en ables him to help men tally chal -
lenged 10-16-year-olds bowl. 
He vol un teers six hours each Mon day,

Thurs day, and Fri day tu tor ing third and
fourth grad ers in math, read ing, and spell -
ing. In his spare time he is on call with the
Sher iff’s pro ba tion de part ment of fer ing his
skills for the Re stor ative Jus tice Neigh bor -
hood Ac count abil ity Board. In years past
he vol un teered for CASA, Spe cial Olym -
pics, Con flict Res o lu tion Cen ter, and Small 
Claims Court Me di a tion. Whew! 
Con grat u la tions to Irv Ottenberg for his

out stand ing ex am ple and ser vice to the
many non-profit organizations of which he
is so proud to be a part.
Pam Benz in vites you to at tend her Aug. 3 

Pro-Am game, her August 17 mini-les son
with guest speaker Jim Slinger, and her
August 24 Great West ern Sum mer Fun
STAC game.
All in ter me di ate play ers please con tact

Nancy Driscoll to sign up for her work -
shops to be held August 12, 19, & 26 from
9:30-11:30 a.m. Her fo cus will be on how
to play tour na ment hands.
It was good to meet and play against John

& Mary Ebbs who have moved here from
Ashland, Or e gon. We hope to see them
play ing on a reg u lar ba sis.

Santa Rosa
By Randee Dimond

G
et me to the church on time; we have 
a few late com ers to our games,
some times re quir ing a move ment or

board change. If you’re go ing to be late,
call the di rec tor or just give your self a few
ex tra min utes. (We know all the free ways
and streets are un der con struc tion.)
There are a pre cious few open ings left for

our super-spe cial guest com ing on Sep tem -
ber 15 for the en joy ment of lo cal play ers.
Call Kathy at 591-5015 so you don’t miss
the boat.
Tom Gee, take your vic tory lap on get ting

your gold card in Las Ve gas. A hearty con -
grat u la tions to Rose Ma rie John son on be -
com ing a Bronze LM. Two great achieve -
ments! Mi chael Livensparger & Kate Hill
scored a 70% game in June and en joy the
spot light with other win ners: Ron
McEwan, Andy Holroyd-sills, Bob Ev ans,
Jerry Scoville, Erwin Linzer, Jackie Ortiz,
Peggy Leiser, Jennifer Jones, Bob Klein,
Paul Scheinberg, Gladys Saw yer, Elise
Henderson, Dave Pankratz, Gary Rob in -
son, Chris Flindt, Pat Frenaye, Mary
Omodt, Barbara & Lou Meola, Patty
Harberson, Carol Zocchi, John McNulty,
Kathy Venton, Jerry Murphy, Sally
Jamison, Tom Gee, Shir ley Blum, Deb bie
Tesler, Lynn Blumenthal, Patty Hertz,
Wendy Merget, Rich ard Zalenski, Brian
Haley, Pa tri cia Gittings, Lee Grams,
Howard Jacobs, Jon Merry, Ma rie Eakle,
Jo anne Pransky, Sarge, Ar nold Ad ams,
Larry Borsian, John Vion, Ab dul Navid,
Bob Jones, Lynette Erlich, Cody Kirkham,
Oak Saw yer, Tom Vecchio, Kate Wilmore, 
Larry Hansen, Sara Rothmuller, Nancy
John son (glam or ous even on crutches),
Barbara Briggs-Letson, Rose Ma rie John -
son and, among other wins, Meryl Fischer
& Mark Hersko who were vic to ri ous at the
unit game.
Com ing soon are North Amer i can Pairs on 

Au gust 8 & 22. The lat ter date will be pre -
ceded by a les son on squeezes by Bob
Klein with lots of hands-on prac tice.
Moral: don’t hug your op po nents; squeeze
‘em! Our unit game is Au gust 9. 
Great West ern Sum mer Fun STAC week

is Au gust 24-30. Mon day pairs, Mon day
night con ge nial teams, Tues day teams,
Wednes day pairs, Wednes day night Pro/
Am teams, Thurs day Pro/Am teams, Fri day 
and Sunday pairs.
Oc to ber 30 will be “mel low yel low” card

night; dress for the six ties (some of us

Dis trict 21 Unitscope

                          (Con tin ued on page 16)


