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A Rocky Moun tain Hi!
By John Van Ness
Dis trict 17 Pres i dent

I
n 2008 tour na ment bridge play ers spent al most $2,500,000 on
ho tel rooms in Dis trict 17. Al though a big chunk of that was
play ers snap ping up $89 ho tel rooms at the Las Ve gas NABC

last sum mer, this is a fact that those ad vo cat ing down-sized and lo -
cal ized regionals in re sponse to the re ces sion might want to take
into ac count. (In nor mal years, Dis trict 17 regionals and their play -
ers spend a mere 800,000 dol lars a year on ho tels.)

At ten dance at Dis trict 17 regionals is, on av er age, 76% out-
of-towners and for these play ers the ho tel bill is by far the big gest
ex pense of par tic i pat ing in a re gional. It is es sen tial that we pay par -
tic u lar at ten tion to what our ho tels are charg ing as “the bridge rate”.
With the re ces sion peo ple are pay ing more at ten tion to their money
and with the ho tel mar ket chang ing ev ery day, a lot of peo ple are
shop ping the Internet and of ten find ing a better deal than the
advertised bridge rate.

There’s no doubt that regionals with better room rates are do ing
very well in these eco nomic times. Dis trict 21 (mid dle Cal i for nia)
still fea tures $86 room rates at DoubleTrees and Marriotts and at ten -
dance so far this year is up about 20%. Dis trict 17 bridge rates vary,
but are al most al ways un der $100. So far this year our at ten dance is
up a lit tle here and down a lit tle there. Some regionals (and NABCs) 
have got ten rather ex pen sive. $145 bridge rates, plus $11 for
Internet and about $20 for park ing is get ting up there. 

S
ome play ers are sim ply stay ing away from the more ex pen sive 
tour na ments, but oth ers are find ing much cheaper ac com mo -
da tions in the neigh bor hood or even at the same ho tel. While

most “first-class” brands (Hiltons, Marriotts, Hyatts) are hold ing the 
line on prices lest their im age be tar nished, lesser brands such as La
Quinta are pric ing ag gres sively. When you’re sav ing $50 each
night, maybe the con ve nience of stay ing at the host ho tel is n’t quite
that im por tant.

Then you have peo ple stay ing at the host ho tel who have found a
price cheaper than the bridge rate at the same ho tel. One tech nique
is to wait un til the last min ute. If the ho tel does not ex pect to be full
you can oc ca sion ally get sen sa tional rates. I got lucky at a re cent re -
gional and booked at $28 rather than the $79 bridge rate. This is a
risky game, be cause you are just as likely to end up pay ing dou ble
or tri ple. This is es pe cially true if the bridge rate is less than half the
reg u lar rate, which is of ten the case. Like my mama told me, you’d
better shop around. (Smokey Rob in son and the Mir a cles, early
1960s) But all this shop ping does n’t help the tour na ment sat isfy its
room-night guar an tee, and most con tracts say that the tour na ment
buys the un sold rooms.

(See Rocky on page 13)

Score Card

The Ruidoso Aspengold Re gional

H
ere is your op por tu nity to
play in a re gional in a dif -
fer ent part of our dis trict.

The Ruidoso Aspengold Re gional 
is sched uled Oc to ber 5-11 at the
Ruidoso Con ven tion Cen ter in
beau ti ful Ruidoso, New Mex ico.
The host ho tel is The Lodge at Si -
erra Blanca, right next to the
tour na ment site. The tour na ment

website at ruidosobridge.com has
more in for ma tion.

An ex pected sched ule will be
packed full with plenty of choices 
- pair games and teams games (of
course, plenty of Knock outs).

There are plenty of in ter est ing
at trac tions in the area if you need
a day off from the com pe ti tion.
An hour and a half to the east or
three hours to the south east, you
will find Roswell and Carlsbad if
you are in ter ested in caves or
aliens. 

An hour to the south west takes
you to the mag nif i cent White
Sands Na tional Mon u ment. You

can eas ily see most of the park
(the road part) in an hour, al -
though two to three hours is a
more lei surely pace. 

There are some nice short, sce -
nic walks. In the im me di ate vi cin -
ity of Ruidoso you will find some
beau ti ful for ested ar eas. 

And you also have the Space
Cen ter in Alamogordo.

T
he weather will still be
mild this time of year, but
due to the el e va tion (close

to 7,000 feet), you will want some 
warmer clothes for out doors in
the eve ning.

Make your plans now. 

P
lace L

a b
el H

ere

New Deadline
for October
ScoreCard

A
t ten tion unit pub lic ity
peo ple: The dead line
for the Oc to ber is sue

of Score Card has been
moved up from the nor mal
Sep tem ber 5 dead line to Au -
gust 25. 

P
lease plan to have all ad 
copy and sto ries in by
that date for the Oc to -

ber is sue of Score Card. Ad
copy, e-mailed only, to the
pub lisher (see right hand col -
umn, page two) with a copy
to the ed i tor and all sto ries
(reg u lar e-mail, no at tach -
ment) to the Score Card ed i tor 
at jaredjohnsonco@aol.com

Thank you for your help.   

Phoe nix Re minder
August 17-23, 2009

WEST ERN CON FER ENCE

Oc to ber 5-11, 2009

Elec tions in Dis trict 17
By Karin
Grif fin

T
he fol low -
ing units in 
Dis trict 17

will be hold ing
elec tions this fall
for Dis trict Rep -
re sen ta tive: Las

Ve gas Unit 373, New Mex ico-
at-Large, Tuc son Unit 356, Phoe -
nix Unit 354, Col o rado- at-Large, 
Ar i zona-at-Large, Den ver Unit
361 and El Paso Unit 159.

All per sons wish ing to run need
to con tact their unit prior to Sep -
tem ber 30, 2009 in or der to have
their name on the bal lot.

Vot ing will take place in Oc to -
ber and No vem ber via writ ten

bal lots which will be pro vided by
the elec tion sec re tary and re -
turned to her no later than No -
vem ber 30, 2009. 

The term of of fice is for two
years be gin ning Jan u ary 2010 and 
end ing January 2012.

Can di dates must be in good
stand ing with the ACBL. This
per son may not be an owner of a
bridge club and can not be re ceiv -
ing a re mu ner a tion on a reg u lar
ba sis from the ACBL.

At-Large can di dates are not el i -
gi ble if they be long to a unit
where there is an ex ist ing Dis trict
17 Rep re sen ta tive.

Con tact me if you have any
ques tions.  - 505 797-1837 or by
e-mail: Nieve14@aol.com

Shera ton Cres cent Ho tel

By Page Tomkinson

T
he Phoe nix Desert Em pire
Re gional will be held Au -
gust 17-23 at the fab u lous

Shera ton Cres cent Ho tel in Phoe -
nix. What a good lo ca tion for all. 

We know you like chal leng ing
bridge, but do you like all the fun
and ex cite ment that goes with it?
If so, please join us for great
bridge and the best hos pi tal ity in
the south west! 

Check out www.unit354.com for 
fur ther in for ma tion.

NAP 2009/2010 Up date
By Dale
Sweetwood
D17 NAP 
Co or di na tor

F
irst, let me
cor rect an
er ror in my

last ar ti cle on the
North Amer i can Pairs. The com -
pen sa tion for the sec ond place
fin isher that at tends the NAP fi -
nals at the NABC in Reno, should 
have been listed as $300.

By the time you read this, the
qual i fi ca tion pe riod for the
2009/2010 NAP will be two
thirds com plete. Many of you will 
have al ready ben e fit ted from the
in creased points you earned and
from the fact that half of them are 
the much needed red points for

those of you who are not yet a
Life Master. 

For those of you who have al -
ready qual i fied for the dis trict fi -
nals that will be held in Ruidoso
Oc to ber 9 and 10, you have suc -
cess fully taken the first step to -
wards win ning a na tional com pe -
ti tion. For those of you who have
not yet qual i fied for the dis trict fi -
nals, there is still time. You need
to seek out the club games that
are sched uled in Au gust and earn
your added points and qual i fi ca -
tion. 

Just a re minder: the com pe ti tion 
in the NAP is at three lev els: A, B 
& C. There will be three win ning
pairs of a na tional ti tle in Reno
next spring. So do not de spair if
you are not an A player; you too
can win a na tional event. 

The Lodge at Sierra Blanca


