
Hand(s) of the Month
By Joel Hoersch
Editor, District 22 Forum

One of my favorite part-
ners these days is Bu-
dak Barkan, a Turkish-

born Caltech alumni who won 
his fl ight a few years ago in the 
ACBL Bridge Bulletin’s master-
point race. Budak and I always 
have many differences of opinion 
in bidding, but we have learned 
to reach compromises that make 
it possible to get to the right spot 
most of the time. He is the type 
of partner with whom it’s easy 
to generate the best possible de-
fense, and it‘s always a pleasure 
to watch him play a hand. 
These two recent examples will 

show you what I mean. (In both 
hands, Budak is sitting South.)

  ♠ QJ6542
  ♥ K8
  ♦ 1072
  ♣ Q3

♠ K8   ♠ 109
♥ Q105  ♥ J932
♦ 984  ♦ AJ65
♣ K8642 ♣ J107

  ♠ A73
  ♥ A764
  ♦ KQ3
  ♣ A95
  

On the hand above, Budak 
opened 1NT, and played in 

4♠ on a transfer auction. West led 
a diamond; East won the ace and 
continued the suit, not fi nding the 
club shift necessary to break the 
elimination and throw-in play that 
Budak visualized.
Budak won the diamond and 

cashed the ♠A(!) Now he played 
three rounds of hearts, ruffi ng in 
dummy, came to hand with the 
♦Q, and led his last heart. West 
pitched a club, but it just delayed 
the inevitable; Budak ruffed and 
threw him in with a trump, so he 

had to lead away 
from his ♣K. This 
gave Budak 11 tricks, and a cold 
top on the board.
Cashing the ♠A wins big when-

ever either defender has the king 
singleton, wins when trumps 
are 2-2 and the partial elimina-
tion fi nds the black kings in the 
same hand (as on this layout), and 
breaks even in many other cases.

  ♠ 106
  ♥ A5
  ♦ A2
  ♣ AKJ9853

♠ 85432 ♠ KQ97
♥ 10   ♥ QJ983
♦ KJ83  ♦ 75
♣ 1074  ♣ Q2

  ♠ AJ
  ♥ K7642
  ♦ Q10964
  ♣ 6

On this one, Budak became 
declarer in 3NT, after I had 

opened the bidding 1♣ and East 
had overcalled 1♥. West led ♥10, 
and Budak paused for a long time 
before playing to Trick 1. Then 
he won dummy’s ace, and started 
clubs from the top ... the correct 
play, in my opinion, since it caters 
to a singleton queen or 10 offside, 
takes all the tricks if the queen 
falls doubleton, and makes six 
tricks anytime the suit breaks 3-2.
While cashing the club suit, it 

was fairly easy for Budak to de-
termine that East was protecting 
spades and West had the dia-
monds. He came to hand with ♥A, 
rammed the ♦Q through West, and 
wrapped up 12 tricks.
Scoring +690 resulted in 17 

matchpoints out of 19 ... not a 
cold top like the fi rst example, but 
it enabled us to place 1st overall 
– which was good for free plays 
for the rest of the week. In this 
economy, what could be sweeter?
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Gold Rush Pairs
By Ken Monzingo

Gold Rush Pairs is a popu-
lar regional event that 
separates the pairs fi eld 

into two groups: Flight A/X 
(sometimes called A/B) and Strat 
B/C (sometimes called 0-300 and 
300-750). In Flight A/X the usual 
point limits are 0-2000 (X) and 
2000+ (A), and both play togeth-
er. In Strats B/C the strats are usu-
ally 0-300 (C) and 300-750 (B), 
and they also all play together. 
If successful, Strat C players can 
win C or B points, but B can only 
win B awards, not C.
What this B/C event does is al-

low players with limited master-
points to compete in a fi eld with 
all opponents under 750 MPs, 

giving them a chance to score 
MPs in Strat B which pays GOLD 
for section tops, and for overall 
awards. This is a great opportu-
nity for those working towards 
Life Master to earn their coveted 
gold points while playing in such 
a limited MP fi eld. 

The 0-750 players appreci-
ate it. Even if players are 

in Strat C with, say, 100 or 200 
points, they can earn gold points 
should they win their section over 
the Strat B players. 
Strat C section top wins, and 

C overall awards, still pay only 
red points – to get gold you must 
achieve section tops or overall 
award positions in Strat B (300-
750) or enter the Flight A/X event 
competing against top players.


